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Responses of Residents in Odawara City to Long Term
Probabilistic Earthquake Forecast

Hiroaki Yoshii, Atsushi Tanaka

Abstract

Since Great Hansin-Awaji Earthquake short term prediction is perceived to be difficult at almost area in
Japan. Instead of it long term probabilisic forecast is expected to be realized, and central government issued
trial estimate of long term probabilisitic forecast of several large earthquakes as a first step. This long term
forecast is expressed by a probability of occurring an earthquake within 30 years. According to the report
issued by Headquaters for Earthquake Research Promotion in Prime Minister's Office in May, 1998 the
. probability of Earthquake at Kannawa-Kouzu-Matsuda Fault in Odawara city was 3.5%.

In this paper the result of survey on responses of residents in Odawara city to this probabilistic long term
forecast are shown. It is revealed that residents responded very wisely to the forecast. They don't neglect the
long term forecast with very small probability of occurrence and they are willing to make it a good chance
to promote earthquake preparedness.
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