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Energy and Environmental Policies in Major Countries of the OECD

Teruhiro Tomita

Abstract

This paper ;malyzes the energy and environmental policies 1n seven major OECD countries: U.S A ,
Canada, UK, Germany, France, Italy and Japan In the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, these countries promised to
reduce greenhouse effect gas emissions by more than 6%. A decomposition model of CO, emissions 15 used
to analyze the change rate of carbon dioxide (CO;) emussions decomposed of three factors: the change rate
of energy mtensity (Energy-GDP ratio), the change rate of carbon mtensity (Carbon-Energy ratio), and the
change rate of real GDP from 1971 to 1996.

The following results were obtamned from'the analysis Germany and United Kingdom have achieved a
considerable decrease m CQ;, emssions for this period mamly due to improved energy efficiency and fuel
switching. On the contrary, Japan has increased CO, emussions for this period Japan will need strong efforts
to carry out the Kyoto Protocol n terms of both energy and env;ronmental policy:
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