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Japan-U. S. Relations Viewing from

“Key Words” in American Mass Media, 1960-1985

Noriyoshi MIYAMOTO

For a comparatively short period, the relationship between the U. S. and Japan has gone
through a drastic change. To the Americans, Japan was once a war-torn and occupied
country, and she has now established herself as the winner of the trade war with the U. S.
as well as their essential partner economically and militarily.

How have'American mass media grasped this historical upheaval ? Through the “key

words” which have appeared in the papers and the magazines, I am going to examine their
love and hatred, misunderstanding, overestimation, and efforts trying to come up to the

truth, of J apan.
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{1) U.S.-Japanese trade problems were
frankly discussed. “Among American peo-
ple,” said Foreign Minister Zentaro Kosa-
ka, “we note a tendency to stress negative
aspects in our economiic relations, such as
alleged low wages in Japan and disruption
of American domestic markets by
Japan had a hazardous
imbalance of trade with the U. S, last year
bought $200 million more in goods than it
exported to this country.

Japanese goods.”



(Time : Nov, 14, 1960)

(boom, imitated)
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(2) Of the hundreds of words the Japanese
language has borrowed from English, the
(pro-
nounced boomu). Japan’s boom has edged
off some in recent months, but the results
continue to be spectacular. There is the

most overworked today is “boom”

golfing boom, as new courses, opening at
the rate of 60 a year, are jammed with
enthusiasts. There is the bed boom, as
people leave their straw mats for Western-
style mattresses. There are skiing booms,
boating booms, bowling booms, appliance
booms. (Time : Feb. 22, 1962)
(3) Addicted to quality, Sony has done as
much as any company to demolish the
cheap and imitative image of Japanese
goods, and is being widely imitated itself.
Soriy is quick to add its own twist to what
others invent. Sony succeeded by blending
Eastern industriousness with modern tech-
(Time : July 12, 1963)
(4) The once assiduously

nique.
imitative
Japanese are now finding themselves suc-
cessfully undercut by copycats in Hong
Kong, Taiwan——and Europe. Sony Corp,
Japan’s most inventive producer of radio
and television sets, bitterly charges that
three of its transistor models have been
pirated by firms in Italy, Spain, and Eng-
land. (Newsweek : May 18, 1964)
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(5). The miracle of Japan-where is it head-
ed now? : ’
Ambassador Reischauer : With the much
poorer natural base here and the much
greater crowding on a small piece of land,
it’s hard to see the Japanese catching up
with us completely, but they are certainly
getting closer all the time.

(U.S. News & World Report, Aug. 8, 1966)
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{6) A big question: When will Japan, once
again a great power in the world, take on
more responsibility for keeping peace in
Asia? This nation, its people khighly intelli-

gent and hard working, its industry as
modern as any, is sitting on the sidelines of
Asia’s troubles——unwilling to assume a
role of leadership in this part of the world.
Instead, the U. S., thousands of miles from
Asia, with responsibilities and burdens in
Europe, in Latin America, in Middle East,
is being forced to bear a load in Asia that
Japan could share. American officials
guardedly are beginning to express the
hope that this situation is about to undergo
a change. '

(U.S. News & World Report: Mar. 28,
1966)

(7) Now that Japan, with U.S. help, has
become economically powerful, it is begin-
ning to use its political strength along with
its economic muscle, regionally and on the
whole international scene. A “greater East
Asia co-prosperity sphere” with a difference
is spreading out from Japan. The World
War 2 war cry has a new meaning. It is
with aid, trade, investment that Japan build
toward dominance——amid some sound of
alarm.

(U.S. News & World Report: July 24,
1967)

(8) - Total Japanese private investment
abroad now is approaching $ 1 billion—
not much when you set it against the 54
billion that U.S. industry has ventured.
But it’s a measure of increasing economic
power Japan is wielding. But there is
another side to the coin of overseas invest-

- ment that the Japanese, until now, have not

been too keen to accept. This is the con-
comitant pressure on them to open their
economy more to foreign capital. Although
Tokyo took a small step in this direction
last month, Japan still lags behind most



modern industrialized countries in this
regard. (Business Week : Aug. 19, 1967)
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(9) Of far deeper concern to the U. S. was
the ever-increasing influx of cheaply made
synthetic fibers and woolen products from
the Far East (it has been estimated that
two out of five suits produced in the U. S.
are made of Japanese cloth).Into the Far
East last week the 61-year-old Stans led his
twelve-man mission, dubbed from the
beginning “wmission impossible.” Stans was

trying to calm the storm already brewing
in Japan, where the prospect of a U.S.
curb on the textile trade was the stuff of
front-page headlines and angry editorials.
(Newsweek : May 26,1969)
1) As Japan's irrepressible economy
makes its power felt around the world, the
U.S. is both cooperating and colliding with
it. U.S. industrialists who suffer the sting
of foreign competition—in textiles, steel,
electronics——view Japan as the chief
villain. If Japan does not voluntarily hold
down its shipments soon, the U.S. will
move toward mandatory import controls.
Protectionist sentiment is rising in Con-
gress. (Time : May 30, 1969)
(1) An American traveler once expressed
the perplexity many Westerners feel about
Japan and its people: “It's a charming
country, perfectly charming. And the peo-
ple are charming. What I can’t understand
is how they could have been such dirty rats
during the war.” Today in peacetime, many
American businessmen and government
officials believe they can see, once again,
the ratly side of the land of the chrysanthe-
mum and the sword. They see it in the
widening imbalance in this country’s com-
mercial relations with its second-biggest
and a fast-growing trade partner. Japan is
maintaining tough restrictions on imports
and foreign investment, thus cutting off U.
S. and other foreign companies from hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of busi-
ness in the booming Japanese marketplace.
Meanwhile, Japan is aggressively expand-
ing its own sales and investments all
around the world.
(Business Week : Sept. 6, 1969)



(showdown, a collision course)
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(12 Relations between the two greatest
industrial powers in the non-communist
world, the U.S. and Japan, are becoming
increasingly strained. An acrimonious dis-
pute over trade is moving to the point of
showdown. The expanding argument cen-
ters on the protectionist policies of both
countries, but the U.S. has brought the
trouble to a head by pressing for quotas on
textiles imports. The Japanese have erect-
ed a bewildering maze of restrictive regula-
tions. Foreign-owned firms can make wire
but not cable, cameras but not lenses,
watches or clocks but not both. Imports of
120 items, including such U. S. specialities
as computers and leather goods, are either
banned or severely limited.

(Time : July 4, 1969)

(13 Suddenly in mid-November the U.S.
and Japan, two mightiest Pacific powers,
found themselves on a collision course.
Americans are concerned over the elabo-
rate web of protectionism created by the
Japanese to limit imports of foreign-made
goods and inhibit outside investment in one
of the world’s fastest-growing economies.
(U.S. News & World Report: Nov. 24,
1969) '
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company)
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(14 No country has a stronger franchise on

the future than Japan. Its economy quadru-
pled in the past decade, and will triple
again in the next. Japan now ranks third in
the world, with a GNP that is expected to
reach $ 200 billion this year, behind onlyv
the U.S. and the Soviet Union. U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Maurice Stans says that
Japan “could very well” move to the head
of the class in the next 20 years. Says
Economist Peter Drucker: “It is the most

-extraordinary success story in all economic

history.” “It would not be surprising,” says
the Hudson Institute’s Herman Kahn, “if
the 21st century turned out to be the
Japanese century.”  (Time: Mar. 10, 1970)
(15 The world’s No. 3 industrial giant isn’t
stopping now. There is dynamic mdmen-
tum in Japan’s sprint to overtake the U. S,
then leave it behind. Japanese ambitions
are unconcealed. The energetic islanders
are clearly determined to be Ichiban——
One. Many Japanse leaders
believe that the goal can be reached in this
century. .

(U.S. News & World Report : Apr. 6,

Number



1970)
10 How did Japan achieve its. economic
miracle? A good part of the answer lies in
the intricacies of the Japanese character.
—disciplined, group-minded, and capable
of extraordinary effort in pursuit of the
common good. “The company is like the
father,” explains a Japanese executive in
London. “It looks after you for your whole
life. And you give it devotion.” Indeed, the
Japanese see themselves not as a society of
individuals, but a national family in which
all the people and all the companies cooper-
ate to make the nation stronger. The coun-
try, says NEWSWEEK’s Tokyo bureau
chief, Bernard Krisher, is not merely Japan
—it is Japan, Inc. The very word for
individualistic——XKojin-teki—has an un-
pleasant connotation of pride and arro-
gance.' (Newsweek : Mar. 9, 1970)
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(1" Two-thirds of Tokyo is still without
sewers ; residents

are served by

“honeybucket” men, trucks and a “night-soil

fleet” of disposal ships, some as big as 1,000

tons, that make daily dumping trips
offshore. “Don’t worry,” a crewman smiles,
“the Black Current will take it all toward

the U.S.” (Time : Mar. 2, 1970)

(those little bastards, ugly Japanese)
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(19 “Those lttle bastards,” he grumbles in
a somewhat racist preface to what is
becoming an endless diatribe these days.
“You know what theéy do?” Then he ram-
bles -on about how they are all over the
place and work together, eat together, play
golf together, and how they sneak around
making shady deals, and use that cheap
labor and that incomprehensible language,
and how they’re so arrogant and think
they’re superior but how they hide behind
that shyness bit——shy like a fox.....

“ugly”
Japanese is being spread round the world,

The image of the “sneaky” and

and Americans appear to be doing their
share to spread it. For years, Americans
played golf with their friends, mostly local
generals, at their uncrowded leisure. Now
when they have to wait an hour to tee off at
a Jakarta country club because Japanese
golfers have come out earlier in a bus, it’s
John Wayne and G. I’s at Iwo Jima all over
again.



The U.S. Department of Commerce
produced a nasty little volume a few
months ago entitled, “Japan, the
Government-Business Relationship,” and
sent it to embassy commercial libraries as
uptight Washington’s view of Japan, Incor-
porated. It doesn’t charge foul play directly
but leaves the impression that the world is
facing an economic monster and serves as
another stick with which Washington is
replacing its carrots.

(The New York Times Magazine : Oct. 29,

1972)
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19 A torrent of Japanese . goods has
flooded the world, and the Japanese trade
surplus has become almost as troubleseme
to the world economy as the oil money
piling up in Arab coffers. Repeatedly, the

Japanese have promised to reduce their

surplus by - importing more goods from
other nations. But the promises have gone
unkept. Last week the U.S. Government
was finally fed up enough to crack down.
“We are getting strangled,” saidatop U.S.
official. “Japan simply has to be brought to
its senses.” “To put the matter clearly,”
says Daniel H. Brill, Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury for Economic Policy,
“when a nation misses its solemn pledges
as widely as Japan has missed its pledges
at the London summit, others have a right
to act.” (Newsweek : Nov. 21, 1977)
(sacrifice by the Japanese, free ride, foot-
dragging)
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T “The Japanese shonld, can and will do
more.” LiE-> T3,
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20 Although one of the richest nations in
the world, Japan is spending a miserly 1
percent of its gross national product on
defense. In numbers: Japan spends about
11 billion dollars a year. We are spending
20 times that. Americans are contributing
record amount of their tax dollars, in the
midst of severe economic problems, to beef
up a defense that stands guard over Japan
as well as the United States. The American
taxpayers have a right to expect some
sacrifice by the Japanese, too.

@) Wabhington chafes over what it regards
as Japan’s “free vide” on defense under
American military umbrella and over
Tokyo’s reluctance to assume security
responsibilities in line with its vast eco-
nomic power.

(U.S. News & World Report: Aug. 23,
1982) ’

@) During his November 9-11 visit to
Tokyo, the President barely mentioned a
longstanding U.S. complaint about Japan’s
foot dragging in its military buildup.
Pentagon officials maintain that the
Japanese, by devoting less than 1 percent of
their gross national product to defense, are
enjoying a more or less free ride at Amer-
ica’s expense. A painfully slow military
buildup is in the cards. But this country——
the world’s second-strongest economic
power——will continue to devote a smaller
proportion of its wealth to security than

any other member of the free-world alliance
except Luxembourg.

(U.S. News & World Report: Nov. 21,
1983)

(a mountain of barriers, unfair)
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@) American business executives reserve
some of their most persistent complaints
for Japan, which imposes a mountain of
barriers on U. S. service firms and products
while selling its own goods and services -
easily in this country. Red tape, tough
inspections, stalling and special taxes, in-
cluding many that land more heavily on
imported luxury products, make American
business leaders and officials in Tokyo
shake their heads in frustration. (U.S.
News & World Report : Feb. 1, 1982)



@) The yen’s disappointing reluctance to
strengthen has renewed long-standing sus-
picions in the business community in this
country and in Europe that the Japanese
somehow cleverly manipulate the exchange
market to hold down the value of their
currency and maintain an unfair advantage
over  their hapless trading partners. “I
know the Japanese are great competitors,”
complains one Washington lobbyist, “but
exports based on a consistently under-
valued currency are ill-gotten gains.”
(Fortune : May 31, 1982)
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@5 Perhaps the United States ‘too still
suffers from the old “Occupation complex.”
Whatever the objective, the scenario is the
same : increasingly toﬁgh public demands
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for action by administration officials, with
a sympathetic congressional chorus, foll-
owed by threats of severe economic retalia-
tion should Japan fail to comply. Each time
our objective has been at least partially
achieved, but only after tensions were es-

* calated to a point at which they were no

longer appropriate for the objective sought.
By the end of 1970s this process,like Japan’s
“prolonged yes; had reached the level of
a fine art, known in Washington and Tokyo
as “‘Japan bashing.”

(Vital Speech: Mar., 1983)
@) Japan-bashing is in, and there’s reason.
Japan has resisted pleas to open its mar-
kets to products ranging from medical
equipment to communications satellites.
Now, as part of a campaign to convince the
Japanese that we mean business, the
Administration is hinting at retaliation.
Such tactics might make sense if they were
sure to work and sure to do no lasting
damage to the political alliance. A lower-
ing of Japanese import barriers would be a
good thiﬁg for both economies. Japan’s
policy makers owe us, and themselves, an
honest effort to open their economy to
foreign competition.



(New York Times: Mar. 10, 1985)
@) “Japan-bashing is pointless.”

Japan, with its combination of prosperity
and protectionism, just happens to be the
most convenient scapegoat.

No matter how open Japan becomeé, the
ability to sell our goods there——and in the
rest of the world, for that matter—will
not be determined by the concessions we
extract. It will depend on the products we
have chosen to develop, at what price and
how shrewd we have become in mastering
the global export business. The real trade
battle of the future is not with the Japanese
but with ourselves.

(New York Times : Apr. 28, 1985)
@9 “The perception is growing in the
United States that the Japanese will not do
anything unless they are beaten up,” remar-
ked another official. There is a danger that
“antagonism will flare up at both ends,
feeding on each other,” he said.
(Washington Post : Mar. 30, 1985)
@9 Isn't it time for the United States and
Japan to move beyond the postwar parent-
child relationship? Japan is now a major
independent power in the world. It should
be reépected and treated as co-equal with
other major powers. The United States
should stop assuming that hard bargaining
will bring long-term damage to the
Japanese.
(Los Angeles Times: Apr. 10, 1985)

(a rogue, a marauder, a bully, a dirty
trick, insensitive, like peeling an arti-
choke, only one friend left)
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B0 Increasingly, Japan is seen as an ex-
ploiter of the international trading system,
a rogue threatening the very foundations of
open trade.

In recent weeks, several top trade
officials for the first time have begun pub-
licly ériticizing Japan and warning of retal-
iation if Tokyo does not open its markets
to U.S. goods. “It is not acceptable to be
treated as a second-class citizen,” com-
plains Commerce Under Secretary Lionel
H. Olmer, who has been shuttling regularly
between Tokyo and Washington trying to
work out new trade ageements,

“I’s like peeling an artichoke,” says one
American official. “First we have the ordi-
nances on April 1. Then behind them minis-
terial guidélines. Now we've discovered a
whole new layer : ministerial directives.”
“That will make Americans more frustrat-
ed in June, July, and August. They will see



it as a dirty trick.”

When the- Japanese economy was one-
fourth, rather than one-half, the size of the
U. S.—as it is now——those trade tactics
also were seen as unfair. But they were
viewed as the cost of maintaining an open
trading system. Today, Japan’s trade sur-
plus is seen as the gain of a marauder, not
a competitor.

(Business Week : Apr. 8, 1985)
@) Japan appears insensitive to the con-
cerns of Congress and of the many parts of
the American economy that are affected by

Japanese imports. Such insensivity is
demonstrated by Tokyo’s decision on car
shipments.

(New York Times: Mar. 29, 1985)
$2 In world trade, Japan plays the bully—
—stomping into foreignAmarkets and usu-
ally dominating them. But at home it
insists on playing the timid child, refusing
to open its door to strangers. Last week, an
angry U. S. Congress seemed ready to kick
(Newsweek : Apr. 15, 1985)
@3 Indeed the Japanese seemed to have
only one friend left in the capital, though it
was the one whose veto counts most:
Ronald Reagan. The president still believes
that Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone, whom he calls “Yasu,” will
eventually change  Japanese attitudes that

the door in.

have so far stymied most attempts to make
trade more equal. “The president still feels
Nakasone’s a straight shooter,” said one
senior White House aide. “It’s just a ques-
tion of how much he can pull off.”
(Newsweek : Apr. 8, 1985)

(a financial empire, the new mercantilist)
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B9 Rolling in cash from its exports of
autos, electronic gadgets, and hundreds of
other items, Japan is rapidly emerging as
the world’s biggest banker But unlike
OPEC, which played the similar role in the
last decade, Japan is using its wealth to
create a financial empirve. And its biggest
customer for loans, as it is for goods, is the
U. S. Japanese exporters helped rack up a
$ 35 billion current-account surplus last
year. In 1985, says Nicholas P. Sargen, a
vice-president at Salomon Bros., the sur-
plus could surpass Saudi Arabia’s all-time
“high of $42 billion. At the same time,
Japan’s avid savers have accumulated a
mountain of cash, socking away $ 325 bil-
lion in the govehment’s postal savings sys-
tem and § 315 billion in Japanese life insur-
ance companies.
(Business Week ;: Apr. 8, 1985) -
35 Once merely a master manufacturer,
Japan is on the way to becoming the world’
s premier investor and credifor. Its eco-
nomic and financial clout could eventually
rival the power held by Britain in the 19 th
century and the U. S. after World War 11.
(Time : Mar. 18, 1985)



69 Pressures are building around the
world because the Japanese are increasingly
seen as the mew mercantilists, trying to
achieve economic supremacy by exporting
as much as possible and holding imports.
The Industrial Bank of Japan says that
country is accumulating trade surpluses as
rapidly as OPEC did in the 1970s. While the
U.S. is becoming the world’s biggest
debtor, Japan is becoming its biggest credi-
tor. )

(U.S. News & World Report: Apr.1,
1985)

(the century of the Pacific)
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@70 Interview with Ambassador Mike
mansfield : (Mansfield) It’s not going to be
created overnight. But it will come, and it
will be one of the concepts which will mark
the next century as the century of the
Pacific.

I think the trends all indicate that there
will be a diminution of interest across the
Atlantic and an increase in interest in the
Pacific.

(U.S. News & World Report: June 1I,

1984)

@9 Interview with Lawrence Eagleburger,
Former Under Secretary of State: (Eag-
leburger) The U.S. has looked toward
Europe for most of the 20 th century. But
our demographic center of gravity has
shifted westward in this century and our
people are quite naturally becoming more
and more attuned to activity in the Pacific
and in many ways more engaged in that
area. | submit that this is a change of some
magnitude.

(U.S. News & World Report: June 11,
1984)

(the Puritan ethic)
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69 Underneath all the Americans irrita-
tion with Japan—and it’s real——there is
a bit of guilty uneasiness. In matters of
money and economics, the Japanese are
behaving in the way Americans keep say-
ing they themselves should be behaving.
The Japanese save heavily, as Amrericans
know they should but do not. The Japanese
invest heavily, as Americans also know
they should. The Japanese export their
surplus savings abroad, as Amricans used
to before the administration changed the



rules and turned this country into the

world’s biggest borrower. Most Americans

know perfectly well that they shouldn’t live
so heavily on credit. It does not help their
relations with Japan to be reminded that
the Japanese are currently the world’s
great example of the Puritan ethic.
(Washington Post : Mar. 8, 1985)

(overconfidence)
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40 It is all a bit disturbing to some old
friends of a less assertive Japan, including
Edward Seidensticker, the brilliant tras-
lator who has spent a career studying this
country’s ways. Recently he compared the
old and the new, and emerged with dismay.
“Back in the years after the war, the
Japanese sense of inferiority was so painful
that one wanted to tell them to be quiet
about it at least, if they could not overcome
it..It was hard to imagine in those days
that there could be a return to the arro-

~gance of which the Chinese and the Kor-
eans liked to talk.

“There may not be arrogance exactly,
today, but there is something that may
properly be called overconfidence. Assured
that their methods are superior, the
Japanese become inclined to think that
these are what the world needs and that
Japan, having them, needs nothing more.
They forget that the world is a tough and
dangerous place.”

(Washington Post : July 17, 1984)
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