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The Studies in x-experience (1)

Religious Thought in Tokugawa Period
—from the Viewpoint of Comparative Thought——

Hiroshi

YONEZAWA

The auther considers in this paper religious and spiritual experiences in the depths of

the human mind. This paper, which is intended to be the first installment of my planned

serigs on x-experience, will discuss the characteristics of Japanese religious conscious-

ness in the Tokugawa Period (1603—1867).

Chapter T treats of the influences of Christianity during the period of “sakoku” -(national

isolation).

Chapter II and chapter III, are the analyses of the unique religious thought of Zen Mas-
ter Bankei (#2E:##) and of the birth and founding of the Konko-kyo Sect (&Y6%0).

The analyses are conducted on the basis of comparative thought. An investigation was

made, also on that basis, into the process of transfer of religious experiences through the

medium of ordinary language.
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