SIA2AEFHOBBRBEE

— RS I I—
W EEF

Communication Mechanism in Shakespeare:

The Function of the News-Receiver

Mariko ICHIKAWA

" In Shakespeare’s plays there are many. episodes in which a character brings news to
another character. In such episodes information about an event, a situation, or the like
is communicated to the audience not only by the character who plays the role of the
news-deliverer but also by the one who plays that of the news-receiver. However,
while the function of the former has been fairly well recognized, that of the latter has
been underestimated, or rather almost completely overlooked. The aim of this paper is

to reconsider the relationship between the two roles and to reevaluate the function of
the news-receiver. '
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(1) Green.
The banish’d Bullingbrook repeals himself,
And with uplifted arms is safe arriv’d
At Ravenspurgh.

Queen. Now God in heaven forbid!

Green. Ah, madam! ’tis too true, and that is worse,
The Lord Northumberland, his son young Harry Percy,
The Lords of Ross, Beaumond, and Willoughby,

With all their powerful friends, are fled to him.

Bushy. Why have you not proclaim’d Northumberland
And all the rest revolted faction traitors ?

Green. We have, whereupon the Earl of Worcester
Hath broken his staff, resign’d his stewardship,

And all the household servants fled with him
To Bullingbrook.
(Richard 1I, II. ii. 49—61)
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(2) Bushy. Madam, your Majesty is too much sad.
You promis’d, when you parted with the King,
To lay aside life-tharming heaviness
And entertain a cheerful disposition.

Queen. To please the King I did, to please myself
I cannot do it ; yet I know no cause
Why I should welcome such a guest as grief,
Save bidding farewell to so sweet a guest
As my sweet Richard. Yet again methinks
Some unborn sorrow, ripe in fortune’s womb,
Is coming towards me, and my inward soul
With nothing trembles ; at some thing it grieves,
More than with parting from my lord the King.

Bushy. ’Tis nothing but conceit, my gracious lady.
Queen. ’Tis nothing less: conceit is still deriv’d
From some forefather grief; mine is not so,
For nothing hath begot my something grief,
Or something hath the nothing that I grieve—
"Tis in reversion that I do possess—
But what it is that is not yet known what,
I cannot name ; ’tis nameless woe, I wot. ,
: (II. ii. 1—13, 33—40)
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(3) - Green. God save your Majesty ! and well met, gentlemen.

I hope the King is not yet shipp’d for Ireland.

Queen. Why hopest thou so ? *Tis better hope he is,
For his designs crave haste, his haste good hope.
Then wherefore dost thou hope he is not shipp’d?

Green. That he, our hope, might have retir’d his power
And driven into despair an enemy’s hope,
Who strongly hath set footing in this land:
- ' ‘ (IT. ii. 41—48)
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(4) Queen. So, Green, thou art the midwife to my woe,
And Bullingbrook my sorrow’s dismal heir.
Now hath my soul brought forth her prodigy,
And I, a gasping new-deliver’'d mother,
Have woe to woe, sorrow to sorrow join’d.
Bushy. Despair not, madam.
Queen. Who shall hinder me?
I will despair, and be at enmity
With cozening hope. He is a flatterer,
A parasite, a keeper-back of death,
Who gently would dissolve the bands of life,
Which false hope lingers in extremity.

(II. ii. 62—72)
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(5) York. . ..
Your husband, he is gone to save far off,
Whilst others come to make him lose at home.
Here am I left to underprop his land,
Who, weak with age, cannot support myself.
(IT. ii. 80—83)
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(6) Green. Besides, our nearness to the King in love
Is near the hate of those love not the King.

Bagot.  If judgment lie in them, then so do we,
Because we ever have been near the King.
(IT. ii. 127—28, 133—34)
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(7) North. Then thus: I have from Le Port Blanc,
A bay in Britain, receiv’d intelligence
That Harry Duke of Herford, Rainold Lord Cobham,

All these, well furnished by the Duke of Britain
With eight tall ships, three thousand men of war,
Are making hither with all due expedience,

And shortly mean to touch our northern shore.
Perhaps they had ere this, but that they stay
The first departing of the King for Ireland.

If then we shall shake off our slavish yoke,

Away with me in post to Ravenspurgh ;

But if you faint, as fearing to do so,

Stay, and be secret, and myself will go.
"Ross. To horse, to horse ! urge doubts to them that fear.
Willo. Hold out my horse, and I will first be there.

(L. i. 277—79, 285—91, 296—300)
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- (8) Bull. My gracious uncle—
York. Tut, tut!
Grace me no grace, nor uncle me no uncle.
I am no traitor’s uncle, . . .
Com’st thou because the anointed King is hence?
Why, foolish boy, the King is left behind,
And in my loyal bosom lies his power.

Bull. My gracious uncle, let me know my fault,
On what condition stands it and wherein ?

York. Even in condition of the worst degree,
In gross rebellion and detested treason. _
(I. iii, 85—88, 96—98, 106—9)
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L Y24 72CTENDF 27 2 +it, G. Blakemore Evans, ed., The Riverside Shakespeare (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1974)% ¥ 2. :

2 See Bernard Beckerman, Shakespeare at the Globe: 1599 — 1609 (New York: Macmillan, 1964), p.
205. ’
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K. Rich. . . .To-morrow next
We will for Ireland, and ’tis time, I trow.
And we create, in absence of ourself,
QOur uncle York lord governor of England,;
For he is just and always loved us well.
Come on, our queen, to-morrow must we part.
Be merry, for our time of stay is short.

(I, i. 217—23)

BEL, ENTANTY FAOHE, BFPICa—rr BT N4, e FROGF L & DHEE
Bf%, VI ZonzkE TRKE TEETLLNTHE. bitbilul, XOETFT, EREI—7
FEHOLHLVLRIBHEIOMBELBEMT T, b BAERTR) THLII LY, WrKEELTR
2 Thod, BICRZbITThHEY, B—BT, EFEELT—7 LRGBS 2B LOBTAREE- T
iV EE, T TETEER 0o TEbbNsE TREBHER, ORELXVIFRECHED
> TW5 kv Z Xzl & v,

1986. 9. 12 =@

—152—



