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The Concepts of “Information” and “Communication”

——A Note on

“Informatics” Studies

| Isao KISHIDA

The concept of information developed by C. E. Shannon does not include meaning, so it

is called an engineering communication theory.

Can we build a new information theory that includes meaning ? This question may be a

fundamental issue for “informatics”.

In addressing this issue, it is necessary to newly weigh and classify many concepts of

information used in society, because present concepts of information are confused. The

same is true of “communication”.

I think that information can be fundamentally divided into two parts: information that

is external to human beings, and that which is not.
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INFORMATION
SOURCE TRANSMITTER RECEIVER DESTINATION
BT -
SIGNAL RECEIVED :
SIGNAL
MESSAGE T MESSAGE
NOISE
SOURCE

Hi 88 . Shannon, C.E and Weaver, W., The Mathematical Theory

p. 5

of Communication, The University of Illinois Press, 1949,
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2  Weaver, W. (1949)

INFORMATION semantic

SOURCE TRANSMITTER

noise

-
:

R

|

DEFN (P4 /v« EFILDOEE)

semantic

RECEIVER DESTINATION

receiver

|

engineering

noise
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says

‘W hat

in
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