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Studies in X -Experience
——On the Cases of Shingaku (/(>*¢) in Tokugawa Period——

Hiroshi YONEZAWA

This paper examines Shingaku ([~ - heart or mind learning) in the Tokugawa
period, particularly that by Kumazawa Banzan (FEIR# [l - 1619 ~ 1691) and Ishida
Baigan (/3 H#5 4 + 1689 ~1744), Shingaku originally meant the Doctrines of Wang
Yang-ming (FzBA%), and was later referred to Sekimon Shingaku (F P9:.[+%% * the move-
ments of Shingaku founded by Ishida Baigan). The official learning in the Tokugawa
period was the doctrines of Chu Hsi (5RF%%) but those of Wang Yang-ming, which were
prohibited in Ching Dynasty in China and Yi Dynasty in Korea, were popular here in
Japan. V

In this paper, I try to look closely into the Shugi-washo (4£3%#1%) and the Shagi-
gaisho (£ #F 4} ¥ ), the books by Kumazawa Banzan who represented School of Wang
Yang-ming during the early part of the Tokugawa period, from the viewpoint of com-
parative learnings of Confucianism, Budhism, Taoism, Christianity and Shintoism. The
principle of Banzan’s thought in these books was that cultural phenomena would change
according to time, place and man’s standing. Concerning Ishida Baigan, I inquire into his
thought with materials about his process of inner enlightenment. ‘

I also briefly refer to Oshio Chiisai (K HIFF + 1793~1837), a representative thinker
of School of Wang Yang-ming during the latter part of the Tokigawa period, and Sato
Issai (P2 —FF + 1772~1859) who was called “half by Chu and half by Wang”. During
the Tokugawa period, Confucianism was pursued as a gide to live a real life as well as a
hope to pin on the world to come, in the age of peace after that of civil strife.
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