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Japanese Nara and the Verb of S;

Yasuo MURAYAMA

Japanese conditional nara, like other conjunctions, functions to connect two clauses (S;
and Sy) and states the condition, S; under which Sz happens. It is shown that such verbs
as sijﬁpaisum (fail), oboreru (be drowned) and byooki-ni-naru (become sick) cannot co-occur
with it. I will argue that this is because these verbs express an ‘unvoluntary’ resultant
state rather than a ‘voluntary’ action. In other words, they imply a situation which
comes out naturally beyond human will. In using nara, the speaker makes the judgement
in S; that it is so on the basis of the information he gets from outside and makes his own
statement in Sz. No one can judge that such a situation will exist. Yet if followed by
(st)sooda (be likely to), yooda (appear) and kurai (degree) or used in the past-tense form,
these verbs can be used ‘with nara. Because the speaker can judge that there is now an
appearance, outlook or probability that such a situation will exist, or that such already
exists. ‘
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