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Co-occurrence of sentence—final particles

Yasuo Murayama

Sentence-final particles add the speaker’s attitudes to the proposition of the
sentence, such as question, prohibition and exclamation.

In this paper, I will discuss the co-occurrence of these sentence-final particles. In
section 1, the particles are divided into two groups: those which express the speaker’s

“strong attitude” toward the proposition and those which express his “weak attitude” ,
according to Murayama (1991) . The former particles do not ask for a reaction from the
hearer while the latter ones do.

In section 2, we will consider each particle in the two groups and see what other
particles can follow it. In the course of the discussion it is shown that all particles of both
groups can be followed only by other particles expressing the speaker’s “weak attitude” .

We can say, from another point of view, that there are two types of sentence-final
particles, those which can follow another and those which cannot.
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