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Tourism English (4): The English Found on Signs in the Maruoka
Castle Complex Containing the Castle Keep Designated an Important
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Kazundo Fukushima
Abstract

Of the English on signs found in the eight castle complexes containing castle keeps designated
important cultural properties, the English in the Bicchuu Matsuyama, Marugame, Kouchi, and Hirosaki
castles was examined, and added actively if there were no English signs or explanations in Fukushima
(2012. 7).

This paper will examine the English in the Maruoka castle. It will also add English more actively
if there are no English signs or explanations.

It will also be shown that in general there are fewer English signs and explanation than in the
castles containing castle keeps designated national treasures. As to the classification of the English
signs, that in Fukushima (2012.7) will be followed.
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Maruoka Castle (I3, Maruoka-jo°), is a Japanese castle,
located in Maruoka, Fukui, and famous for its donjon (tenshu), the

oldest in Japan™. Built in 1576 by order of Shibata Katsutoyo, only
the central tower (fenshu) remains; the grounds are used by the
local populace for festivals such as hanami and traditional parades.
The castle is also known as Kasumi-ga-jo (Mist Castle) (75 7 3%,

Kasumiga-jo’) due to the legend that whenever an enemy

approaches the castle, a thick mist appears and hides it . (2L _E
Wikipedia £ ) 2011.9.28 )
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The Castle Keep of Maruoka Castle (Also Known as Kasumiga Castle) (Important Cultural Property)

In 1575, Oda Nobunaga captured Hougenji temple (about 4 kilometers to the east of this site) in order to
defend against the potential uprisings of Ikkou sect followers. Nobunaga ordered Shibata Katsutoyo, the
nephew of Shibata Katsuie, to build a castle in Toyohara.

In 1576, Katsutoyo moved the Toyohara Castle to Maruoka, which is now known as Maruoka Castle. After
Shibata Katsutoyo, the Yasui, Aoyama, and Imamura clans ruled the castle temporarily. Following them,
Honda Narishige and his three successors inhabited the castle. Then Arima Kiyozumi became the lord of
Maruoka Castle in 1695, his seven successors ruled the castle until the Meiji Restoration.

After the return of the han [domain ] registers to the Meiji Emperor in 1870, the castle was owned by the
government, and then was privately-owned. And finally it was owned by Maruoka town. During that period
moats of the castle were filled in, and some structures such as gates, samurai residences, etc. were sold or
transferred to individuals. Only the castle tower and a short section of stone wall still remain.

The castle tower was designated a national treasure in 1934, and collapsed in the Fukui Great Earthquake
in 1948. It was demoted to the status of an important cultural property in 1950. The restoration work began in

1951, and was completed in 1955. About 80 percent of building materials used was aged wood.
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The castle tower is a three-story, two-roof structure. The first story supports the second story. Each story
has its own independent pillars, so there are no common pillars. Roof tiles are made of light natural stone.
The third floor serves as a watchtower. The stone wall of the foundation is formed by natural stones piled up
without careful placement being considered for each stone.

Among existing Japanese castle towers this style of construction is the oldest.

Height : 22meters

Dimension

First Story @ 137m
Second Story : 40m
Third Story : 40

The Number of Roof Tiles : About 6,000
Their Total Weight : 75 tons
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Shachi (Dolphin or Fabulous Dolphin-like Fish) Made of Stone

These dolphins, which were originally carved from wood and had copper plates attached on the surfaces,
were remade of stones when the castle keep was repaired during the wartime period of 1940 — 1942. During
wartime copper plating was difficult to procure, so the dolphins were constructed of the same kind of stone as
that of the roof of the keep. But these stone dolphins fell from the roof in the Fukui Great Earthquake in 1948.

The present dolphins on the roof, made in the original style, of carved wood with attached copper plates
were restored when the keep was repaired during the period of 1952 ? 1955.
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Legend “ O-shizu, Hitobashira (Human Sacrifice)”

When Shibata Katsutoyo, the nephew of Shibata Katsuie, was building a castle in Maruoka, the stone wall
of the castle keep collapsed no matter how many times it was piled up. There was one vassal who suggested
that they should make someone a human sacrifice called “ Hitobashira ” in Japanese.

O-shizu, a one-eyed woman who had two children and lived a poor life, was selected as the “ Hitobashira .”
She resolved to become one on the condition that one of her children be made a samurai.

She was buried under the central pillar of the castle keep. Soon after that the construction of the castle keep
was successfully completed. But Katsutoyo was transferred to another province, and her son was not made a
samurai.

Her spirit felt resentful, and made the moat overflow with spring rain when the season cutting algae came

in April every year. People called the rain “ the rain caused by the tears of O-shizu’s sorrow, " and erected a
small tomb to soothe her spirit.

There was a poem handed down.

“ The rain which falls when the season of cutting algae comes Is the rain reminiscent of the tears of the
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“Just a short note to tell you. Watch out for fire. Don't make lady
O-sen cry. Take care of the horses.”
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