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On the Concept of Women in ‘Gender and Development’ Approach

Nobuo SHIINO

Abstract

Development in the 1970s was promoted on an economic growth basis. But objections to the econom-
ic growth basis have been raised since the latter half of 1970s. Development came into question in
terms of global environment problem, local residents’ campaigns, quality of life, the north-south
problem and so on. The relation between developing countries’ development and global environment
conservation is one of the most crucial issues on global problems. Development problems have
focused on ‘poberty’ from ‘environment and development’ through humanist ‘social develop-
ment’. In the meantime the concept of ‘human development’ has been used in the international orga-
nizations. ‘Human development’ took a turn into gender equality. No doubt ‘women in development’
approach has been promoted since 1970s. In the 1990s, ‘gender and development’ approach was
adovocated instead of ‘women in development’, and ‘the mainstreaming of gender’ has been tack-
led. This paper attempts to examine the issues on the concept of women in ‘gender and
development’ approach.
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