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M. K. Gandhi and his Contemporary Relevance

Hiroichi YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

It is intended here to present in a meaningful manner what exactly the messages of Mahatma
Gandhi at the last stage of his life were. The last stage refers to the period that began with his
journey to Noakhali District in East Bengal in late October, 1946, and ended with his
assassination on January 30, 1948. This was the period during which he pressed himself to an
intense reexamination of the way he was applying his non-violence. At the same time he put
himself in several spots of atrocities caused by the clashes between the two major religious
communities without taking care of his own safety. For this purpose the final five volumes of his
Collected Works were carefully consulted.

In the first section the movement of Gandhiji to Noakhali, and then to Bihar, Delhi, Calcutta,
and again to Delhi, has been followed, with explanations on his motives in doing so, and on his
reaction to the impending crisis of partitioning the country as well as the ensuing tragedies.

Then his messages have been collected and systematically arranged. In doing so about a dozen
specific areas have been identified to place his comments and opinions in an orderly manner. They
are his concept of God, cow protection, Harijans, refugee relief work, poverty alleviation, raising
the status of women, democratization of the society, promotion of “trusteeship”, reorganization
of the National Congress, Hindustani as the national language, and the abolition of the standing
army.

Throughout Gandhiji has been presented as a gigantic volunteer, an NGO, who ever constantly
tried to motivate his fellow countrymen to move toward communal amity and all-out

improvement. Finally it has been examined how far his ideals have been realized, or ignored.
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