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On Socialization of Child Rearing
Nobuo SHIINO

Abstract

When we try to consider the issue of child rearing (or child-care), it is likely that we inevitably
face a stumbling block. It seems that we all have a strongly prejudiced view on child rearing.
Prejudice is a rather awkward term. Some people take prejudiced opinions for granted, while
others regard these prejudiced opinions as biased opinions. There might be more taken-for-
granted prejudices than expected in our everyday life.

To deal with this situation, some people suggest that the concept of “unlearning” would help.
Unlearning means deliberately forgetting (or ridding your mind of) the things that you have
already learned (as being false). It has been recently recognized that unlearning is more
important than learning. In this complicated world today, unlearning is not an easy task.

Who takes care of children? The majority in Japan answers that it's mainly the mother's job.
It is a widely shared knowledge in Japan that it is a mother who takes care of children. Is it a
taken-for-granted view or a self-evident axiom? Or is it a commonsense that should be
unlearned? If this commonsense is indeed a biased prejudice, how did we start to have this kind
of prejudice in the first place? How long have we had this kind of prejudice? This paper will
examine these matters of child rearing.
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