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What Is Self-defence in International Law ;: an Examination
of the Legitimacy of the U. S. Armed Attack to Afghanistan and Iraq

HE Ming

Abstract

The legitimacy of the armed attack to Afghanistan (2001) and to Iraq (2003) by the United
States is a new and important problem for international law, because the legal principle about
“self-defence” claimed by the U. S. has been misused in it's action. Self-defence, in international
law, is to be applied to the resolution of conflict between states, not to person. But terrorist, like
Osama bin Laden and his group Al Qaeda, is a person. And most important thing is that war and

use of forces are prohibited by international law.
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