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“Remembering Urimaru, or a Mother Tongue :
Where Can It Be Located?”

Mitsuhiro FUJIMAKI

Abstract

This paper attempts to problematize the notion of a mother tongue. As an exemplar study, it will
refer to a novel, Yu-hi, of which theme is about the recuperation of a “mother tongue” for
“zainichi,” Korean Japanese. This paper argues that the way their mother tongue is remembered
as their memory in that novel induces strong sentiment for their “mother tongue (urimaru)” not
only by a protagonist but also by its readers. Throughout this criticism, the mother tongue is
shown to have worked through an uneasy syncretism, carrying within it an inner dissonance
that marks a resistance to the liberal culture within itself. This paper particularly addresses that
a mother tongue has been less fixed and stable than uncertain, fissured with that inner disso-
nance and an attachment to a mother tongue, urimaru, and that this urimaru opens up a possibil-

ity of its survival in the liberal culture.
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