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The Iraq War and the Problems of Japan's Foreign
Policy toward Asian Countries

Hiroichi YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

The US-led coalition forces invaded Iraq without the backing of the UN resolutions, and in
total disregard of the world public opinion. Japan instantly and almost unconditionally
expressed support to the war because of the US-Japan alliance. Thus the alliance has proved itself
not as a deterrent but as a mechanism to involve Japan in a US war. Japan's attitude is likely to
invite criticism and suspicion from other Asian countries. Under the alliance it would be difficult
for Japan to take an independent political initiative in her Asian diplomacy. Also her policy is
likely to have strong military leaning.

Coupled with those security-related matters, Japan has to face a number of issues with other
Asian nations which are largely of her own making. Here is a fairly long list of such issues. A
junior high school history textbook that glorifies Japan's past wars, the Yasukuni War Shrine
which is quite different from the usual Unknown Soldiers' Tombs, a more or less consistent
perception of Japan's past wars as expressed in the late Emperor Showa's broadcast on August
15, 1945, the convictions by the Tokyo Military Tribunal, demands for compensation for war-
time crimes and the factors that have impeded them, including some provisions of the Peace
Treaty and other treaties normalizing Japan's relations with Asian countries, and so on.

It is intended to examine here the meaning of the US-Japan alliance in the light of the ongoing
war against Iraq and its impact on the Japan-Asian relations, and also some of the outstanding
issues between Japan and Asian countries. By so doing it would be possible to set forth some
policy alternatives for Japan which may be more in tune with the spirit of this age.
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