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(Classroom Report]
Effectiveness of E-mail exchange between American and Japanese students
in the college foreign language classrooms

Ayumi UCHIDA, Sachiho MORI

Abstract

This paper reported the use and effects of E-mail exchange between American and Japanese
college students in the foreign language classrooms. This E-mail exchange project was conducted
in the CALL English classes at Bunkyo University and in the intermediate Japanese classes at the
University of Minnesota. A Bunkyo student and a Minnesota student were paired. After introducing
each other via e-mail, they sent their e-mail partner questions which they created in their target
language. After several e-mail exchanges, each student wrote an essay based on the information
they received from their e-mail partner, and they presented the essay in class. According to
the students’ surveys and teachers’ observations, this E-mail project played an important role
to students for authentic foreign language learning. The results of the survey showed that this
project motivated students to write and read in their target languages. Students also enjoyed
communicating with their email partners. This project was also successful in helping students
deepen their knowledge about their target language culture and society. In addition, this project
was effective in making students be more autonomous foreign language learners. A description
of the e-mail exchange project and the advantages of adoption in the foreign language classroom
environment are presented in this paper.
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® Because we can communicate with other culture people.
® | make American friends.

® Because I got a new friend.
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® My partner is very nice.
® [ have American friends because my email partner is very kind.
® My partner is gentleman.
® She is nice talking with me.
® [ts fun to me because I have never did Email project with foreign students.
o | felt so happy because I talked on email with foreign person.
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® | can know about America.
® | can know about US students.
® Because | know American life.
® | can learn American young people.
® [ understand about American college life.
® Because I become know about US and different of the Japanese culture.
® Because Japan and America is different culture so I know American culture was very good.
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® Because I could understand English.
® Spending E-mail to be a study English for me.
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® [t was very interesting.
® [ enjoyed.
® Very fun.
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® [ want to send e-mail from mobile phone.
o [ was slowly type.
® [ am not Email very much.
® [ don’t like it and don’t know E-mail partner.
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® [ want to know more American life.
® [ want to learn American things.
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® | want to make many American friends.
® | want to become a friend with other persons.

o [ think I want to talk with various foreign people more.
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® [t is interesting because [ want to foreigner friends and study English.
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® Reading the emails I got back and corresponding with my mail partners was incredibly fun!

® Getting the emails back from my partners : I really enjoyed reading her comments.

o HARANDZFAELFRTZ ENENo72T,

WIZ, 6 B DOFAEN THARFE « HASUE « BAMSIZOWTESZ L), 24 05F4EN [E A—
HESZ L] BELPoERIZE L, REZEIC, 14 THEHLD, THARETLR— FEELI N
BB LISzl THRFEOEA—VEHBRT D NINED L HhholcZ by LRIFELTED,
ATy FOIFEN, BCOFEOERVIEYD , EEZHERA L. BIEICORNHESITRoTn
T2 enbhroi,

K6 [EX—)7OP I bT—BELD LI LERAN] OEEIEB AL

[EIp2Sig=| N#&
HARANFELEZRT D & 13
AARNFEENSDE A—/L&5iieZ & 13

AAR - AAYL - AARRIC OV TERI L 6
Ex—nz#lZl ’
AABETLR= F2ELNRDH Lot L !
BAGED B A— VBT 5 NNd B &5 inotal & !
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8) EX—nTudzy b LT lo722L - ADSD0/2Z L3

RKBIZEA— VT Byl NIBILEERL A FEBWTAHRIZEZ A, HRATFAELR
WMT DI ENTECTEDo=, BARGEANM EIZoZ2RN o7 L WS BN —F L o7, BRI,
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o [ thought it was really nice to be able to communicate with a real Japanese college student rather than just
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reading about them in the book. It was nice to get opinions and first-hand information.

o | think it is a very good project. I really valued the opportunity to communicate in this way with Japanese
college students.

® My two partners varied considerably in style of syntax. One used very formal style of complex grammar
and lots of kanji, the other wrote more open and friendly. It was interesting and enjoyable to be exposed
to their two different styles.

o [ think hat it helped me improved on my writing skills.

F7o, [EA—ATRVxs FT—FR LN Z LXMW OEZICHHo7n, FEHOME
EMERT DI ENTEI L) ROL I itdbdH o7,
o | noticed how far my ability to write in Japanese has come. About a year ago I was struggling to make

sentences and now I can write papers over one page in length.

iz lEA—n7m vy b T—F#E L7 Z LIHAH] ORIZIC SRS TW 2, H
ABNFENSOBRERHIREY BN TRELE>Tc b WO I BERbH o7, BAERIZIZELT OB
b,
® [t was hard for me since it took a while for my Japanese partners to response back in time.

o N— hT—DRFIH Lo BTG, Kix LHE Y ORICHEEZ LRTUIR SR T2

TY, THORARBHWEEZRLoTNb, 2O ey=y RBFETL,

EHDOBEBIZRDLDERE LTI, UTORERH -7,

o [ would have liked to have started the project even earlier to have a chance to get to know my partners
better.

® My Japanese partner wrote very long and complicated sentences, and I misunderstood much of what he
wrote. It might be good to advice Japanese partners to write simple Japanese.

® Brainstorming more topics would have been good.

o | think that the Japanese should be corrected before it is sent to the partners to make sure not to come off

wrong or in a rude manner.

4. HEMADRIA L SERDRE

4. 1 XHKRZHEICKZRIBLSEBRDORE

APy Nz, FolmBEIDE A=A TIEH -T2, FAEERT AV IOKRFAE
ERMER TR ZENRIN LT EE L TWAZ b, TECTaIa=r—Ya ra2idn
BELERZDLEFTHHEREELNTZOTIEARVNER Y, Yoy METHIL, I XYEK
FOPZENEVIREA =L ELIND DT ONKERBZENNZD | WITRED 220K
Moz, ZTHLNLDOE A —ABENTNRNo720, AHOANMELOESHEND 2D
LML ol TO—FHT, FAEREXLEMUSMNZ G, BEIOE A —A7EFTh{IADZ
EMFERTZLICES, Bl TAVBZHLT T ADABRNDLZ L, BAT [B-<] Lvb
NETF—LHEDOT AV IABRNDLZ & BRI BIXEIRDN LR &, BOANOLRFTZ D
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MHRLT MERWETD) LEWT NEIWERPAWET ) LRERD 722 L, FUHED AN
NWTE, PARIZESTHLWRERLELIEL BORH -T2 LHITE S,

SHOBEIL, KTVl FE2XoNTIZFEEIZONIE A=V ERITIELINTH D,
— DD T AT 4 71X, Cooperative Language Learning #2552, XHEHKFDOFAEEZ 3 ANDH 5 AD
TN—=TZ L, TAVINFEE BEA—NRMZ S, =7/ T [ROT AV I NDOKE
HIARITTIN LW T TREERIEDLILEEEZEITCND, ADDITNV—=TDOT AV D
RFEEBELRIZT VD E Y T ACHF CTE N THAERET 5, ZV—7 TIEHT5Z L1
Y, —ATHOONREEZDGREA =L T L—TTHIFAE->THLZ LN TE, — ATITEWE
DR WVEM b N =T TEX b= b ONRTTL 5D TERVIREEZEZX D, £ EA—
JVDOEFTT®H D Face to Face 2 2 =47 —3 a U TlERWAEZRmRT H7-010, BEZRMNTSHZ
LaEBEZ TS, 61T, EAXA—LVORYOEENT, ZMA My 72 HL, FFTIEBENITON
THMDEHCED DL, FlziE, BOBANOIED . KERI. 7 7 7R, T A1 MES
el BARPOLT AV IDRLBAREOZ EERBANLHEFEMIAES, BEVDOI ERghoT
BTHIEENTHEWVEM B ABREH TETE A= LR LIERIIHT DN DO TIE R0 e
25,

4. 2 ZRVIKRPHEICLDBMLESEDERE

A7avxr NEBLT, AL OBARNERRERFL, AATSSLAA LR EIc20To
AT, B OBEREEE S TITHIWETIIHOLNRVRREZT L2 ENTE L THLHERT
ot tBH, A7V FURNIAANE EA—LVKHE L2 LR o208 E, BAR
ADHID BEVBNe o e FBF LR, IV FEEFIZE-TE, AFaY=s FTHARA
FhRLaI = —Ta BN LIISEFRICE Lo L 9 Th B,

LShEORBL, MR—FHELroTehE W ERT, BRILLVWARANFAEICEMOE A —
NEERETDHDIENHE LT WVWIEARD-TLOIC, Bl ZTHEICA—NA/R— " —E 7
DZARNFECONTHDRM A G525 L5075 2EThD, £, AARNFEAEDBARFEICAN
L THAENM ISR B o2t WO BRRH - A, AERRETELZ LR UZFEL N
T2 ENRHONE o, KTu Y27 MOBBNITAARITEATHD BARNFEAEDED B AFEICfi
Nala=r—vars M52LTHY, ARANZEILG L DN TWAAREOEAZ BHEN:
FTAZLIFEMIIKTANR . L0 FEEENR T N2 LD D L) WEONLEERS S, FIC,
My 7 EBEMEEZEXDZERHE LT VWIHIBREZZTIEOUGET A0, o v 7 EHE
N7 aYxr FORIOEEESTHWEZEnb, FE Y7 ERSBEOT LA VA F—I I
L ORRENT, TV Xy BMEZEZOND L) TRE/LETH D,

5. £&8

AXEA—7avzy ME, IRXVIRFEXBRFEOFEESTIZEE, BEVEKROH S
CEBEEA—NTHBMLEW EEA—NEL LIy B ZENVTRHREKTDHENI LD TH T,
SCHCRTIE, CALL102 & 104 DIRFET, BR7eb ERFERDOT AV I ORFAE LKL H D
TEIEHDWTEA—NARBTAHAZLEHEL, BETOAI2=r—va OB LIEEKRTHZ
LEEMNIIART e Y 27 NE{ToTl, FEOT U — MERNL, FAFEA—NLEBLTT A
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VBORFAELRZREFTEZEREL, TAYDIZOWTHFATINELY) THD, IHIIAT
Va7 M [HEEEERET D) OTIE R THREEESTHLWI L2072 S ZonT
Lol kI bid, S%OMEE LT, LBKRFOFAEER, BHKEA—ALT BV 2T b
HEEODTIZT AV ADORFAEEL ERXA— Vil HELMMRT 20 TIIREFETHELLZ L
ERT oD LB L TNETL,

IRVHARETIE, BRIEATHWAIHAANEaI2=r—va 2RV, BHOZ LEBA,
MPEOZLEMDZEEAMEL, AT MafTolz,

T Ul — MERNL FEBFTAARNEELE R L, BARNFEA - AARMS - AARIEZR Sico
WTHFRZED D L ERLATWEZ ERE 25, 2, 7oy 7 MATH D E A —/LSH
EHRITTCVWEIEERE LB, Ryav=s MRS TORBRZEZRET L2 onTICbkeoTn
IOy, Hic, A7nYxr ME, FEENAAADED AAGTEOM L SZELANS L, %
BEOARFENRAARAANELE I 2=/ —2arZRLZERTEDL L VVZELTWDS Z L 2RwT
LEVWHEETHLH T, AV rY=7 ME, ZFEEBICHCOFEEZEVESYE, EAREBIES
FEFIZLIWESTHY, BRIMAEZBHRTETF A= a3 VTR STZDOTIEHRWNEEL 5,
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6. &K

EH1 HAREA—ATuYzZ b7 —)

How was the E-mail project ?
[J Fun.
1 [J OK.
[J Not fun.
Why is it 2 (

What was good for you about E-mail project ?
[J Can practice reading and writing English

2 [J Can learn American cultures

[J Can make an American friend

[ Other (

How was the E-mail project in total ?
[J Good.
3 [J OK.
] Not good.
Why is it 2 (

Do you want to participate in an E-mail project again ?
L] Yes.
4 (1 I don’ t know.
L] No.
Why isit? (
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BE2 HEA—NVTTB Y2 b7 ¥4 — b (questionnaire)

NOT AT ALL

. Does this email project help you improve

your reading and writing skills in Japanese ? 1 2 3 4
. Does this email project help you understand

Japanese culture/society ? 1 2 3 4
. Do you think you learned many things which

you didn’ t know before this email project ? 1 2 3 4

BAD

. What do you think about the topic you chose ? 1 2 3 4

Write your topic:

. What kind of topic will you choose if you
participate in this project again ?

2010 27 H
DEFINITELY
5
5
5
GREAT
5

. What was the most difficult part of this email project ?

. What was the most enjoyable part of this email project?

. Please write down anything you noticed or thought about this email project.
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