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Shrinking Empire: A Study on the Declining US-Conducted Values and
Its Powers in the Era of Globalization

WoH F T

Takaharu OKUDA

Abstract

We may see a significant megatrend of the declining US-conducted values and its powers through the
views of so-called “Lehman shook” which was a trigger for worldwide financial crisis and global great
depression since last year. In the 20" century, the US was hegemonic nation. Its military and economic
powers were sources for establishing “Pax-Americana” which enabled the US to maintain the advanta-
geous international order for it by beating fascist nations or socialist resumes as well as by oppressing
to the liberation movements in the Third World. Though its soft-powers such as McDonald’'s business
model, “Disneyzation” involvement or English education as merchandised commodity were still influen-
tial, American ways of life are becoming more suspicious and out of date in corporation with the declin-
ing its hard-powers in the beginning of the 21! century. In the context that contemporary global system
conducted by the US and its values are being unacceptable for the burdens of global environmental
aspects, Japan, a deep dependent nation on the vulnerable Empire, should be reconsidered its policies
and standpoint in the new era of globalization.
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