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Living Conditions of Asian Countries

Viewing from Social Indicators

Koichi Suzuki

The World Bank classifies 209 countries and economies by GNP per capita into four in-
come groups: Low-inocome, Lower-middle-income, Upper-middle-income and High-income.

By this classification, many Asian countries — Bangladesh, China, India, Lao} PDR, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Viet Nam —belong to the Low-income group.

However, we are unable to judge living conditions by GNP per capita alone. Thus, this
paper makes an attempt at judging the living conditions of 14 Asian countries by compar-
ing nine kinds of social indicators.

My tentative conclusion on the living conditions of 14 Asjan countries is the following;

Low living condition —Bangladesh, India, Lao PDR, Pakistan

Middle living condition — China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand,

Viet Nam
High living condition—Japan, Korea, Rep., Singapore
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I 17 196 Mozambique 80 Kenya 260
® B B I 18 352 Nigeria iZ2° 280 Pakistan 440
Jil} 17 582 Mauritania 480 Egypt, Arab Rep. 710
‘ I 18 962 Kiribati 730 Bulgaria {3 %> 1,160
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I 8 3,356 South Africa 3,010 Chile 3,560
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il 8 7,421 Barbados 6,530 Korea, Rep. 8,220
I 10 14,084 Portugal 9,370 United Kingdom 18,410
P I 9 21,123 Finland 18,850 France 23,470
10 29,086 Sweden 23,630 Luxemburg 39,850
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ZOERDENTN—T BT LERIUTOBY THo, (FA7 7y ME)
EreE I Bangladesh Burundi Chad Ethiopia
Guinéa—Bissau Haiti Kenya Madagascar
Malawi Mali Mozambique Nepal
Niger Sao Tome and Principe  Sierra Leone Uganda
Viet Nam
BPTEE I Albania Benin Bhutan Burkina Faso
Central African Rep. Equatorial Guinea Gambia, The Ghana
India Lao PDR Mongolia Nicaragua
Nigeria Pakistan Tajikistan Togo
Yemen Rep. Zambia
BEEE I Armenia Azerbaijan Cameroon China
Comoros Congo Cote d'Ivoire Egypt, Arab Rep.
Guinea Guyana Honduras Kyrgiz Rep.
Lesotho Mauritania Senegal Sri Lanka
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TREHHEE. I Bolivia Bulgaria Cape Verde Indonesia
Kazakstan Kiribati Macedonia FYR Maldives
Moldova Morocco Papua New Guinea Philippines
Solomon Islands Suriname Swaziland Uzbekistan
Vanuatu Western Samoa
TAHRFEE I Algeria Colombia Dominican Rep. Ecuador
El Salvador Guatemala Jamaica Jordon
Lithuania Micronesia,Fed.Sts. Namibia Paraguay
Peru Romania - Tonga Tunisia
Ukraine



TR AFERE Belarus Belize Botswana Costa Rica
Croatia Dominica Estonia Fiji
Grenada Latvia Panama Poland
Russian Fed. St. Vincent Slovak Rep. Thailand
Turkey Venezuela
AR E Brazil Chile Czech Rep. Gabon
Malaysia Mauritius St. Lucia South Africa
EAER TS E Hungary Mexico Oman St. Kitts and Nevis
Seychelles Trinidad and Tobago Uruguay
AR EAE Antigua and Burbuda Argentina Bahrain . Barbados
Greece Korea, Rep. Saudi Arabia Slovenia
BHRE I Australia Bahamas Brunei Ireland
Israel New Zealand Portugal Qatar
Spain United Kingdom
BEEE I Belgium Canada Finland France
Hong Kong Italy Kuwait Nethérlands
Singapore
EHRE Austria Denmark Germany Iceland
Japan Luxemburg Norway Sweden
Switzerland United States
+T2 HEEEREOFHE
(DT AV | QFR - %50 | OFRRE | WF LY | 65V F |ORFER| (PS5 | QIR | Ok~
—HEE | AMERE| TR | REEER | REER FRER | EExR v FH
B 1 IA%Y ke| TA%Y ke | FAZY -8 | FAYY & FASY & % % FALY - A | FAED -H
T 55 341 5 8 120 48 17 894 1.38
EFEE I 212 387 20 23 144 49 35 915 2.72
1] 379 1,188 22 37 182 69 43 941 3.20
I 856 1,030 52 62 288 82 46 954 5.33
TRPFSE | I 909 3,979 82 123 299 81 55 968 3.66
m 1,350 4,019 153 227 417 91 65 977 10.62
I 977 8,530 171 200 423 83 66 967 4.08
LRPFSE | T | 1,962 6,307 147 348 526 92 77 979 4.59
il 3,750 12,515 152 296 578 94 80 985 5.09
1 5,169 27,744 187 430 623 92 91 990 5.41
ERTRE I 5,155 73,104 348 436 787 94 90 993 7.74
m 5,515 57,561 425 490 950 97 100 995 8.65
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EFBE
I | Viet Nam 105 | 1,129 8| 42 104 94 35| 958 3.83
Bangladesh 65 122 6 6 47 38 191 919 0.31
I | India 243 | 1,309 31 40 80 52 491 930 0.73
Lao PDR 38 38 3 7 126 57 25| 908 2.47
Pakistan 255 784 7 18 88 38 21| 908 0.57
Il | China 647 | 5,853 | 37* 38 184 81 55| 970 1.63
Sri Lanka 111 | 1,827 28 49 201 90 74| 984 2.74
TRAFTERE
I | Indonesia 393 | 2,484 25 62 148 84 43| 947 0.67
Philippines 364 | 2,742 50 47 143 95 79| 960 1.53
Il | Thailand 770 | 5,368 73| 113 189 94 37| 964 1.63
LR HEEE
I | Malaysia 1,711 17,512 | 117 | 151 430 83 59| 988 2.29
Il | Korea, Rep. 3,000 |22,495| 412 | 215| 1,013 97 93] 988 3.33 -
i
I | Singapore 6,556.| 74,512 | 330 | 381 644 91 841 995 3.64
I | Japan 3,825 74,971 | 576 | 618 911 97 96| 996 | 15.63

(%) HAEFEREOME (R2) LALLOT, BEXITERLE, TBM0HE
NEE - BAN
(E)  *19854EDFHE

£4 HEEEREORAEOTIHE BAHSEERN)

FEZv— 75 | HRI157THE & | TYTUNE
BEEE - I 35 Viet Nam 43
Bangladesh 35
I 38 India 38
Lao PDR 37
Pakistan 35
il 41 China 44
Sri Lanka 46 .
THAHFRE - I 45 Indonesia 42
Philippines 45
il 46
m 53 Thailand 44
EfrprRE- T 49 Malaysia 49
I 52
il 54 Korea, Rep 58
B E I 58
I 63 Singapore 61
il 66 Japan 71




®5 TFITHED1 AYY GNP—
FEHLU— b N EBEHEMN-IOLE (19944F)
(BAz - R
ABL— b - R BEENEMN-R (b).(a)
) (a) (b)
R 5E
Viet Nam 190
Bangladesh 230 1,350 5.9
India 310 1,290 4.2
Lao PDR 320
Pakistan 440 2,210 5.0
China 530 2,510 4.7
Sri Lanka 640 3,150 4.9
TR AR
Indonesia 880 3,690 4.2
Philippines 960 2,800 2.9
Thailand 2,210 6,870 3.1
AL AR E
Malaysia 3,520 8,610 2.4
Korea, Rep. 8,220 10,540 1.3
BTRE
Singapore 23,360 21,430 0.9
Japan 34,630 21,350 0.6

(&HL) “The World Bank Atlas, 1996

%6 TITHEOABBIREH (HDI) (1992%F)

(BE1, &Ko)

B4 ppy TEROMEARL(2) | SEH GDP™ DINERL (b)—(a)
(1742 E ) (b) (7)
Japan 0.937 3 8 5
" Korea, Rep. 0.882 31 38 7
Singapore 0.878 35 16 —19
Thailand 0.827 58 55 -3
Malaysia 0.822 59 45 —14
Sri Lanka 0.704 97 102 5
Philippines 0.677 100 108 8
Indonesia 0.637 104 99 —5
China 0.59%4 111 123 12
Viet Nam 0.539 120 151 31
Pakistan 0.483 128 100 —28
India 0.439 134 141 7
Lao PDR 0.420 138 126 —-12
Bangladesh 0.364 146 141 —5
XBEIN—-Z - 1 A%D

(&#}) United Nations Development Programme, “ Human Development Report, 1995"
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