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'Reading Livingston:

making sense of ethnomethodological studies of science

Nobuo Shiino

This paper attempts to explicate what ethnomethodological studies of science and
mathematics are by considering chapters 8 & 9 of Making Sense of Ethnomethodology written
by an ethnomethodological sociologist, E. Livingston. He is a leading expert in the field of
ethnomethodological studies of science. He took his Ph. D in sociology at UCLA by writing
The Ethunomethodological Foundations of Mathematics. His second book, Making Sense of
Ethnomethodology, was written as a general introduction to ethnomethodology (EM below),
clearly presenting the features and purposes of studies in EM. EM tries to respecify the
fundamental problems and methods of social science research in a radical way. Because of
the technicalities of the EM’s literature, difficulties in gaining access to EM’s original stu-
dies and many misinterpretations of EM’s studies, many professional sociologists do not
seem to have a good understanding of the features and practices of EM. Dr. Livingston
says, “I know of no academic discipline that suffered more at the hands of its expositors
than ethnomethodology.” With this in the background, the text of this book discusses many
topics in EM studies, ranging from embodied settings, naturally organized ordinary activi-
ties and the problem of social order, including an introduction to conversational analysis, to
the work of proving a theorem in Euclidean geometry. It provides a readable account of ex-
tended ethnomethodological studies. In Chapter 8 a statistics exercise is discussed and
Chapter 9 is a self-contained introduction to EM. This chapter is said to be readable inde-
pendently of the statistics exercise and to be central to the entire book.
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