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J.—J. Rousseau, philosopher, ecologist and
theorist of environmental education

— A suggested approach —

Hirosuke Arai

This paper attemps to point out three aspects of ].—J. Rousseau as follows.

He accused “the principle of evil” in “Ané¢ien Régime” as a thinker of the Enligthtment.
I am interested in the fact that Rousseau censured “societé éivile” for deforestation,
pollution and other environmental problems originated from great expansion of private
land, urbanization ete. '

He studied ecological functions of forests and relations between: vegetable organism
and land, as an ecologist.

Rousseau was very anxious about their destruction by agricultural and industrial acti-
vities of civilized society, in his book of “Discours sur l'origine et les fondements de
l'inegalite” parmi les hommes” written in 1755.

As an educational theorist, he proposed an instructional plan for “homme naturel” in
“Emile” which included two subjects of natural phenomenes and natural religion that
could be found some elements similar to environmental Ethics.

In my opinion, J.—J. Rousseau was not only a philosopher but also an ecologist and



theorist of environmental education in the 18th century.
’ Hirosuke Arai
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