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Making motor vehicles inconvenient :

the potential role of disincentive programs

Erika Kanai

The paper is a comprehensive analysis of Japanese laws and public policy measures
designed to reduce the natural and social environmental damage effects caused by the use
of motor vehicles. I first examine traditional legal approaches, which conceptually focus on
reducing emissions per vehicle. It has now become clear, however, that despite Japan's
strict emission standards, the trend toward higher traffic densities creates insurmountable
limits to this approach. Accordingly, various new approaches which are reviewed, taken on
natural, regional, and local government levels, seek to enhance use of public transportation.
The limitations of such policy measures are also fully examined. The paper then introduces
the potential role of disincentive steps and programs, derived from government policy and
the author’s recommendations, to effectively reduce motor vehicle useage.
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