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Dimension Through Which Spectators Experience Drama

Akinami Takashi

Theatrical spectators are, according to the aesthetician Nakai Shoichi (& # 1E—),
adventurers expected to recognige something substantial of the world beyond ordinary phe-
nomena. This paper examines an unexplored aspect of Nakai’s view that the key to theatric-
al appreciation is “Seening existence (F% 7). I first define the fundamental nature and
essential characteristics of this state. The key to this state is “rhythmic courage.” Courage,
in the instance, refers to the capacity and willingness to become theatrically engaged. The
rhythmic aspect derives from a two-fold process. The spectator’s engagement in the insta-
bility of the dramatic moment is matched and rhythmically amplified by the actor’s ambiva-
lent use of “drive” and “restraint” during the performance. Furthermore, the deliberate use
of this ambivalence by the performer creates a rhythm which I link with the theatrically
staged function of Kata (BY) . The importance of rhythmic courage in the “Seeing exist-
ence” state of the theatre spectator concerns the realization that authentic human existence
is premised upon instability.
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