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J.—J.Rousseau, Nature Watcher with the compound

and refractive eyes of his soul

Hirosuke Arai

This paper elucidates Rousseau’s three—dimensional perception of nature. He first
viewed nature with the compound vision of his mind. In this perceptual mode, for
example, he not only celebrated the beautiful charm of vegetables,but also perceived
their ecological function. Second, he recognized the general characteristics and
structure of flowers, but also perceived "I’ ordre des choses” in the world, reflecting a
perceptual insight into the natural environment. Third, he often drew out social
implications from observed natural phenomena, thus perceiving “signs” in the natural
world that indicated essential aspects of his thought on the relations between humans
and society. Thus, Rousseau viewed nature through the refractive lens of his own
soul. It is sald that Rousseau used the term “nature” in many diverse ways. In this
paper, I introduce an alternative thesis. Rousseau’s wide and deep vision of the
natural environment opens the reader to the idea of virtue as a possible solution for
social dilemmas we confront in contemporary environmental problems. The will of
each individual must be reconciled to the general will which may exist in the global
ecosystem, as Rousseau anticipated in the context of "Discours sur !’ fic‘onomie
Politique”, ”f'lmile," and "Du Contrat Social”.
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