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Nonprofit Sector and Public Welfare

Erika Kanai

The paper specifies the importance of the nonprofit sector as an advocate of public
issues. A law scheme is also proposed to support this sector in its advocacy function.
This theme is important because the actualization of public welfare has been thought
to be the exclusive domain of the government in Japan. Yet this tends to made people
be estranged from the process. Furthermore, public welfare via the government is
often influenced by the interests of financial circles -or the government itself. Therefore,
Japanese society requires a new concept for public welfare which the nonprofit sector
can offer. The law scheme proposed for the nonprofit sector supports the sector in its
advocacy function not only in respect of incorporation systems but also regarding
taxation——particularly the taxation of individual charitable contributions.
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