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Welfare Society and Justice Principles

Katsuaki Kosaka

The purpose of this paper is to point out the necessity of introducing J. Rawls’s
contractarian paradigm in considering the theme of Social Welfare and Justice
Principles. In the perspective of western moral and political philosophy, Rawls's
theory of justice is one of the most comprehensive and cumulative efforts.

Rawls has developed an alternative to the utilitarian approach based on a concept of
justice as fairness,not social utility. According to Rawls, the fairness of social
institutions could be established by the hypothetical fact that such institutional
arrangements are the outcome of rational choice by all individuals in society under
conditions of the veil of ignorance. In the original position. no one knows or may
consider whether he is rich or poor,black or white, male or female, young or old,or
the other characteristics of his own circumstances under the veil of ignorance.
Rational actors in the original positions of choice do have knowledge of primary
goods, which Rawls defines as goods that any rational human being would want to
have for the pursuit of any plan of life. And these goods are to be distributed equally
unless an unequall distribution of any,or all, of these values is to every onés
advantage. For pursuing the justice standards for the welfare society,we need to adopt
the ideas of Difference Principle.
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