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A Study of J.-J. Rousseau’s Ecological
Insights in “Les Institutions Chymiques”

Hirosuke ARAI

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to show more clearly J. -J. Rousseau s insight into ecological
systems in the 18th century.

“Les ‘Institutions Chymiques”, written by him, from 1745 to 1747, includes many
ecological observation and reflections on the relatlons between the inorganic world
and organic life.

First, I introduce these ideas, and examine their distinctive characteristics, cornparlng
them with those of Encyclopedists.

Second, by pointing out the particular characters of Rousseau’s external, physical
experiences and natural sensibilities, I demonstrate the significance of his ecological
understanding in his thoughts on Nature.

Finally, I emphasize and clarify the importance that Jean—Jacques unfinished work (mentioned
above) continued to hold until the end of his life, a work which was published
entirely only at the beginning of 20th century, after being unknown for more than
one hundred years.
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