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How to Enhance Students’ Ability
to Write in English
Mitsuoki OHNISHI

Abstract

It is becoming a serious problem that academic abilities of most college students in
Japan have been ‘deteriorating every year. Especially, the lack of their skills in
English as the means of international communication might endanger the future of
Japan, for it is they who will have to share in bearing the burdens of global issues in
the near future. We college teachers of English must try every possible measure to
improve and enhance our students’ skills in English so that they can realize their
future objectives on a global basis.

This paper aims at finding some effective methods to improve their writing in
English. 56 second—-year students of Bunkyo University are the subjects of this on-
going research. The following is a summary of what has been found in their answers
to the questionnaires and their free compositions in English.

(1) Most of the subjects are interested in learning English in spite of the their

poor ability in using English.

(2) About half of them feel that they are very poor at writing English.

(3) Very few of their free compositions are free from some errors in spelling,

grammar, and idiomatic expressions.

(4) Many of them have not reached an advanced level in structuring proper

passages in English.

(5) Some strategies to solve those problems in their English writing skills are

proposed, the effectiveness of which will be reported after testing these strategies
on the subjects.
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EK&ﬁLTL%ﬁE\%@ﬁﬁtﬁmLﬁ%ﬂ@k&@mmmm@Mm%ﬁﬁﬁEﬁ<ﬁ&
bRTWw3, XOEFILL OIS H47cutk LA ERE (BERE) oERN B [REND
EHEDOTREAEREFIVHPE L THECEVHT I ENTELDTHA D KFEKETS
SHERE (3538) HF R LA RBERED TR E L, :
COFRECHY LS NI T TR RFREERFTERSFORBC L > THEIBCTbh TE T
B KREDOESBCEL, BELERLLTE T, MORFTHREYBTIBEEN DT
K¥O¥ECHATED LRBLRV, 22T $9, BELVIET 5 LD CAFEEESEH 2 4
HEOFHRIL SN D 2 7 5 A BRRCEBEBCETS 7 vir— MREE BREEFX 2T 1,
FEDODMDEREZ ST LT LA AREEREEEZBE LIV,

1—1 HEFHICNTIBKROER

HEPBLRENLT 2 5 NI EEFE ch BT HRTH Do EREIH L TLEMI
EERIEY RTHECIREOREETIDERPHETERVTHSL %, 7Y r— (DI
[BEFEF AT 2 BEROEA | Bhf 1 R LRF 1 FRC DI > TACHEZ S €L O
THbH,

(F1) EEPEICHT BREHEOL(L

sk FF w1 w2 | w3 w1 ®m2 ms k1| & @
17 13 12 4 5 4 4 59
A B F (30%) | (23%) | (21%) | (7%) | %) | %) | (7%) (15%)
14 15 20 21 18 19 23 130
K s (25%) | (27%) | (36%) | (37%) | (32%) | (34%) | (41%) (33%)
2 & 20 23 18 19 19 17 22 138
(36%) | (41%) | (32%) | (34%) | (34%) | (30%) | (40%) (36%)
" . 3 3 4 10 13 11 4 48
(5%) | 6% | 7% | (18%) | (23%) | (20%) | (7%) (12%)
S ® 2 2 2 2 1 5 3 ,‘ 17
%) | 4% | %) | % | 2% | (9% | 6%) (4%)

zeH

1 K¥1ERCBEC CREYBCHTAIEERIE A RLEZR 74 (12%) CRE kL, 2%
D, KFSOFEFHEE LG LT, BEFH S L THAKEZTR LT A,

2 EEFFwH L THEEREE R LicEDOEMN b o&%%#ohwmm&3$ﬁf\mﬁ(m
%) WhHo REFZROILHDEBEXBHERBF b o LHRITE 5,

3 BRI EEERHCR L THEERIGE R L DRBD Tl (P58 9%)

LLEDERMNL, FAZBIAYZROBERAM L THBEZ LS LTHrREZFTA L
BoTWAEELTEIVWTHA D, 5%, BABECEEEB T HR%E o0l LB 518
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HEEw BFLLRET 22 E0BHBTH Do
1 - 2 * $g a)ﬁ:aﬁnn

EFEOABE (RO L L TEBCCEL THCZEL TET &) ORTREREED S -
EDEFLLTWEDREDEETHA DD TV — 1 DRQ)DEZHETEDTHDE, KE
THVCESFEERBHE L TKDE > KEZ T W5,

X ¥ 13% (23%) BFRELIZ Wy Rombyy BEE, Bhodu,
fF X 9% (16%) EHCEG R, STENRR, FIREENTE -, BXAED i,
x M T4 (12%) RYZGH I, BRENIRRE, RFEL T TRIE,
—F 44 (7%) EDEE LV AT b,
ﬁ %E 44 (7%) BDAED L B
® K 19% (35%)

U EDRERDP LLEOYEN THEL &) KEETITE2EFLE LTV AT E08bh 5, i
(B L BFREE2REIDT M I ABE R, '

BTt [3#EET |, T3] |, [Reading |+ rWriting_l. [Oral Communication A or B or
Cl DpEEIhTWw5BH, 2—RAI LT, [Writing] 2BELEVEEL B0, COHHT
DFEBREBIEDD 5, [ Writing | OFEHFEC SV TOMGICE, BRBCH-TETELE
X OREE, MIEHE CUELFERFPL) EE28b8, M. LVWORKBOFEEE L
C EBRET, ARCARMCHRGRETEX BN LBELILER, DTR1ATH 1,
%%%ﬁbf@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@&%@%ﬁkﬁbfﬁ\IET%ﬁ%bééﬁkxhﬁmmﬁ(m%)
& b,

DEDERMG, o7 vir— bEZ ¥t (KEEEFMOTEN 2 F4) OXEEE L
DEAKOMBEETEBTCRILZES I EVBERBFETHE EVITETH S,

2-0 BHREXICHLWIBES

A4 B OB DOTERFICMy Dream &\ 5 B TOLSHCHF £ L R TKRBCELE2E L LT,
BEIMTEOLDIEEEL THEBIH TREVWESRIEIAE 20 —<FEE TEXHEA
FTHZERFHL, LI EIABREIRETOVDOVETELRTELDEXLREL LD
R Uico DT HEEAIEA 20 W TOREEATH bo

2-1 kAL SREEES

TERORECEA, FELBBEFAOWEER, 4iEsREeHE0EA, B DT RBATREOR
B, AR ELEFEORRA, fIEFEORBRHKL L, B 2R VT BRI R, BN LR CE
HLBbh, BFEOAECHY LE->TRYVDEREFARTALDIERDL I TH T
1 BEHEOMmEEFEIL

go Hawaii(Australia,the world %) 116

work a travel company(the cafe%) 34|

come my school / stay Australia / listen songs / graduate this university / trip

foreign countries Ll_F%& 1 4
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2 fhEFE O BEhEIL

see there(over the world) / enjoy to my life / marry to a foreigner / do to realize

my dream
3 ANEFOWMEORD
toDi% want go(speak, study) / like cook
toDEDEFBITE try to this (do ORiTE)
want to a nice job (haveDRi?%)
4 ZENEEDEM Everybody will move heart.
I interested in history.

208R D T—uniti®$ (250) ., FHEFH AL D12 unit (5%) TEE 7\,
LHVERTERWEWD ZERFBIDORBAZLYEE - T 5,

5 KHloERX
EAIRHC L EED, ETH. £, TTH

2—-2 I&%&ﬁ#bﬁtﬁém

Wu%&ﬁbhmv

REEDRE

O

EL{BNORBEAFEMCGHUS 2 /& LT, LaBrant(1933) 0 [{¢E+#5# | (Subordinate
Index) (&RRFBEH X TAHRBE TOMREDEE) &, Hunt(1970) [T-unit| (—>DEH%
EA—DL LORBHIAS NI L BARTEEM) REBVOLRE, ThbRRYEs

D HBAZEIF (BIFRICRA 2208 «#A LCEHl LRI (F2) 0BHTH 5,

9, RBHZEELTAL L, BESTHEORBE 2B EOFHAICAE Y HNEIL D,

that (BEFOHME I AR EL) 13
when (R RTEFEEHZEL) 13
if (R A E ) 7
 RBEOIE LRI
that (BatrfiAs) 6
what (BitRfRaE) 5
because (#2# L, BecauseTiAE STk <)
what (BRSO 4
(BItRfR5) 4
since (), why (RIESERIS0
why (B3REIF), who (BAR{CLE) %1
where  (BIEREIF)
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(F2) BFEATRAIZ0ED A BRI OB EOREE BRE

s .
T womr | mEn | B | R | T 5 r;f)ur?zltt@
f/an ™
A 15 153 10.2 2 13 9% 20 7.7
B 16 129 8.0 9 56 % 14 9.2
C 13 83 6.4 5 38% 13 6.4
D 9 73 8.1 1 10 % 9 8.1
E 12 100 8.3 1 8 % 12 8.3
F 23 196 8.5 6 26 % 26 7.5
G 5 39 7.8 .2 40 % 6 6.5
H 14 123 8.8 3 21 % 19 6.5
I 14 124 8.8 4 29 % 16 7.8
J 11 61 5.5 0 0 % 11 5.5
K 14 111 7.9 3 21 % 15 7.4
L 8 112 14.0 3 37 % 10 11.2
M 11 118 10.7 6 55 % 14 8.4
N 12 87 7.3 4 33 % 15 5.8
O 7 65 9.3 2 29 % 7 9.3
P 14 128 9.1 1 7% 14 9.1
Q 9 70 7.8 0 0% 10 7.0
R 4 36 9.0 0 0% 4 9.0
S 10 126 12.6 4 40 % 12 10.5
T 8 99 12.4 1 13 % 11 9.0
E By 11.5 102 8.9 2.9 24 % 12.9 8.0
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Wie (B2) DEERML., AFHOFHN 2 EEOIERHINL, FERRREORY 2 &
T hiF, LaBranté Hunt R L CWARELFEL T THICHTIHESRE (X3 —-1)
RO (R3—2) LHET DL, ARVEVERBETHLZLPEETE S, FHERE - THE
BCEHLEBCEL L WOHOEMATFAL IR TV AR L, XEER DB THBEEL TV
ERFENT, BARAOYEBR VAL CH LI ER S AdhiE, e TREILR

[P
(F3-1)
40

35 -

30

25

20

15/

10

Median subordination index

0
1017 111 121 131 141 151 161 171 181 191 201 211 221

CA (months)
PEBIEE (La Brant, 19334 »#E. CAiZChronological Age)

(%3-2)
T-unitE OB DFE
hF R’ o B

34 45 5% 14 24

T-unit: O Donell 7.67 - ‘ 9.34 9.77 —
Hunt - 8.51 - — 11.34

#i: O’ Donell 6.5 — 7.4 7.7 —

Hunt - 6.6 . — — 8.1

[Hunt, 1970]
BE)E3—1) (F3—-2) X EEDOF(457+ v 7] (pp.54,56) K LD,



2 -3 Communication®E&EH S ORES

FET [EL] 0 OTAYFEI—RIT,

(1) EFEEXRT, ELET,

(2) HEHBH\T, EEEHS,

(3) EFBOHEMEHTHEZLZEL,

(4) BELLTHZONIRERET %,

UEDL> nBEBERLTTIIbhS, HMTHEOEEEEH CH5H LB VAALTY S, Grabe
(1996) 1= L hiE, B fTAL G MEBRERELVCOMBENEEF L, BEFORERTIHAF LD
MekEhns L5 T 5, FROGCFEE NS (heuristic) Al THb, BT DL, [EL
& EREEXFEFLAFOM T bR ScommunicationiGE iR DTH 5, > Ty BEFR
L F & Dcommunication BT X 5 L 5 EA T hiEi b i, Gricell &FEV IR AT
PRBLEDIZSETENT S ~NENL—/v (maxims of conversation) Z 5FHERL TS0, &
XF L H LT L ORDOcommunicationit b, ThLDNL—AEZRDOE D> EFHAE L THEALT
HEIWTHH D,

(1) #HFADER] (The cooperative principle)

EXFRHRLFLOMOBEBREZEO BEERCILEL SNIERETH T &,
(2) EoZE (The maxim of quality)
ExFLHELAFOMOEEBBLE LD, BEELTWDZLEEN VT E, ¥
fou TR T EEER IRV &,
(3) BBOHZE (The maxim of quantity)
EEFLRAFOMOBREECK VT, YEDOHNKE>TWHILLBRELEIND
EHRETELRORBT AL, L, BB ECE OBRERBLIWVT &0
(4) BSEMEDOKE (The maxim of relevance)
ELABCEEER RO &, BRI LEEM RV T &,
(5) #EEEO#KE (The maxim of manner)
AR RBE BT, @RS HFLCECD S,
DA —n% FRR20ROTERICH CIEO THBLL TA S &y UTO LS kEARE DI T
k%
1 FLZFEREREALEZRETCHAKTI IRV 2T EEL,
2 EXFRLELIBIOLRPFLTELCWT, RAFEHTIHEBNICRT %,
3 EXFEREELEVABSOERENAEL TS L, BEELTOLDETHFEHAFIC
ZETE R,

4 EEFERELF—<HLEVTRT, BnoxT, ELRELEEBRAEZETTEL, 20
T R, R Luwh T —I R0 ERE LE > TE VRIS HEOATH - oo

5 FEMNERT, 2775 7TEROEXNIEF (topic sentence—supporting details—
conclusion) %5F - T\l

6 WEEOEEARARDLDEHASHPEABICESLVARRIRDLOATLES>ZENAWVWEI
FRADEEITIRAREL 0 —vFEE L TECHCRALTS SR LA, HER, %
DID L THER 5L S -IEID P o 20856 BT ROBEn—<FEE L,
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kankou-kankei (81Y:B846%8). ryouritsu (FiT)
rekishi (FE5)
uchuuhikoushi (FHEMRTT) kanaeru (H%x %)
honyakuka (EJERZ)
youchien ($h#EE)
shodou (ZH)
m/@%@@ﬁ@ﬁ%& EROFHN TR A LHET HHBDELLNIEZ D & LV, K¥
HELTCDT T4 FREXF~NDBEFEORBAZF S D oleDh, THRETRE, ChiE
BIEICOBESHCIEAE S AR SHOEEFEICER L Thizly,

3—0 HET &L BAhzVIICHETH

INEFTHRRTERLLIK, REROTFHH 2 F41T, KEFEF T, BER ATV 55,
BHEFIXAYRTARD E, SAMESBNEET S EDXEABCHB Lz, 20D L5 hesgsy
BRSO o0, EXRMEAERBRL OO HEL LT UToLs ke ag# i &
Vo DRI OWVTIE, BIEHE Liztv,

3—1 E&EhmibE

BONREELVWEEOAN, BELALEETEC LD S, ELERDNELDIIYUATH 5,
Troy WBEMEABELD S, FELBEROLNIECET S, EECTECHAIABELEH T
HbH, XL T, HECHCREBR2ITHEME LT, UTOBEBEOWTHSDELETHEEC LA
REXTIHBACLHELR>TFNEL TEIRTEL, ST TCEHRALEHALBVWHE LD,
MEFHREZF| 10 LT, ASADOHCREREELY ERATIIELETE L,

(1) HBCEPR (B%. &5, #/NE8%)

(2) REAER WBoBEK, 75, WES)

LK, SRCEREVREICTEEROLVIECRWIHEY 52 %5, B+ H<, &
FRENBFATHHH, T Ts n6®%ﬂkﬁﬁbt§ﬂ\%eﬂ%\K@iét%im%%
TYV FTE L, REDNV—NVIEEHA P L THTEIERILAYE 5,

SAR IR

(B1) B AL
grow growth
develop development
translate translation
decide decision
a5 i
long length
honest honesty
kind . kindess
important importance
WEHE —————— B
large enlarge
strong strengthen
intense intensify
national nationalize



3—-2 3XEhibik

%%fﬁ%%ﬁb<ﬁﬁfékbk%ﬁ@%%&éh%i&(%ﬁSYi&%nB®%EXi)
KEREEAHET Y v b ThHE 2, ELCHEILIE 5,

R, BAZBOEBROL C RFEMCEBCHERTE RV EAME L, B 5 KH
Bla7Y v b TRL, EEHRRECER S, EEL LOWEERFFLBREE> -0 &
T 5, FlLE,

(1) BABO [~ ® [~5] BNEEOFFECL LHEVEE,

EDSFE LT,
I had a good time yesterday.
BEVED TR A
I am short of money.
(2) HAETERRERILVBHE
BALLDTT,
It’s long time since I saw you last.
FHESLRAE TRITETEDLS BV D ETh,
How long does it take to fly from Tokyo to Fukuoka?
(3) Zoff
 BEMEAREE R,
I had my bag stolen.
PITFEL DHEE R ST
He hit me on the head.

3-3 EXORMERLE

Bifadt @ﬁb\%$®$<%iiﬁi#9<$m%& b%é%ﬁ&b T DORAE L A L&
BE—kE LT, BURELAE I E XL 8B ERINCIT o, Bz,
(1) ERFE%252T,
My car is very old. It still runs very well.
(although)—
Although my car is very old, it still runs very well.
I discussed it with my uncle, for he is a lawyer.
(who)—
I discussed it with my uncle, who is a lawyer.
(2) EEEGES LT, WRp SHELRBELC, |
He didn’t listen to me, so he failed.— v
If he had listened to me, he wouldn't have failed.
The car is very expensive. I cannot buy it.—
The car is so expensive that I cannot buy it.
Wi, BIhoFETh bdiscourse~E < k& LT, EEOELAZH B ICH - L BRELIEERC
WAL I D, BlIZIE
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)Airlines recommend the following techniques to stop the pain.
)Sometimes passengers’ ears hurt in an airplane.

)Yawn several times or swallow hard.

N N AN N

)It is caused by unequal air pressure outside and inside your ears.

one paragraphpitopic sentence, supporting details, conclusion®JHTCErLNTW5Z &
BHICRL, INAEEE LT, BB LOIECE Bz S5, FE,

( YAccording to a Boston market research company, the number of e-mail
users in the US rose by 60 percent between 1992 and 1993.
( )YE-mail is becoming more and more valuable because it makes communication

so much easier.
( )Experts say that the use of e-mail is growing dramatically.

3—5 e-maillck 28517 & FK(E ML

AR 2 B 1 FRCpersonal computerDiE(FEEE > T Ty THICHWEBRE IR L
Twb, £DL, EEFECHELERNTWE,D, HELEES ¢ Cemal THRERMICHD
RESHIOHPBERETHH 50 KO LI BRFIHTHRIEEY 5,

(1) BBEEMRABEMCTEE SE 5,

(2) spelling, grammar® I A% 45 CTE I ¥ 5,

(3) emallDFEENBMLPTVEICTETRE IS, (£OFThIFEH, flER

LTHEEY LTE<,)

(4) BHF v 7S THLAVAVEHERDE S,

#EMDe-mail addressm#z, THICH LTCRESBLZENLHBRDLIERTH, ZIELL
2 De-mall FEHCIHEL, 71— K90 735,

4—-0 &bYiC

PALEDOR KL BEHOTEILBERY) AN TIT L LODFTEIIROBY TH 5,

1 BRAPCHERBMIED, '

2 HBEDI Y F A b ERESH ORI,

3 EEVIOFTEEDRL/SOBMAZIREICH T5,

4 HA1EAHMEFCEZErEREEES, BIECPRROSEHEERCET D& L,
SREISCRIER & 4 OB FEREZHEE ST 5o emall CHAEBCIERMEES & 2 #E3E
T 5,

5 74—FYRy s RBETELIRETEIATI,

6 HBERDLVELIECERANF X bR LTHERRIET 5,
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