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J.-J. Rousseau’s Perspective on Nature

Hirosuke ARAI

Abstract

This paper elucidates Rousseau’ s attitudes toward nature, both his range of knowledge
about the natural world and his sensibilities toward it. It compares them with those
existing in England during the 18th century, and concludes by offering suggestions to
hlep us confront our contemporary environmental problems.

First, Rousseau viewed nature with a subjective, selective, imaginative and recollective
attitude. He tried to discover “signs” in.nature which supported -his critique of the
“ancien regime”. :

Second, one study of Rousseau has argued that his view of nature did not extend
beyond the forest. In my opinion, the visual range of Rousseau s mind was so wide
and deep that it ericompassed even the inorganic world and cosmic laws.

Third, 1 argue that Rousseau’s way of thinking about mountains (including the
Alps), the art of garden design, and the life of animals and plants was distinctive and -
influential in changing the way people thought about nature in the 18th century.
Finally, after examining the applicability of two hypotheses {biophilia and topophilia)
to clarify the significance of his perspective on nature, I conclude that Rousseau’s
charming, vivid insights into nature and strong descriptions of the natural world
encourage us today to preserve and protect the natural world.. -
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