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‘WE NEED “KANKO-KISHOGAKU” or
A TOURISM-ORIENTED METEOROLOGY

“FOR THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF YEARS
THE SUNLIGHT AND THE SEA AND
THE MASTERLESS WINDS HAVE HELD TRYST TOGETHER.”
' LLEWELYN POWYS

from “THE SEA AROUND US” BY RACHEL L. CARSON

Eizo Tanabe |

There is no division of science known as “tourism-meteorology,” at ieast in Japan, but perhaps
there should be.

Tourism and the weather share an intimate relationship. For example, Weéther considerations
help determine the location of tourist attractions like resorts. The site’s temperature, humidity,
wind direction and velocity, seasonal winds, and amount of rainfall can spell life or death for a re-
sort.

Meteorology is a branch of science with a long history. Nonetheless, conventional meteorology,
and the way it presents data, is of little value to the tourist industry. The reason for this has long
been pointed out by Kunihiko Baba, Japan’s leading authority on ocean meteorology. Some of the
traditional users of conventional meteorology are industries like agriculture, fishing, and forestry;
those in boat, aircraft, and other means of transportation; and even the military. And the data they
use is value-free and emotionless.

In contrast to this, the users of a tourism-meteorology would include a wide variety of indi-
viduals. And meteorology of this kind would need to cover all that people do and all that brings

y them happiness. The data they need would have to have a human face. An unfeeling meteorology
without emotions would be of little use.

For example, the formula for calculating the fair weather ratio of any particular place is

based on the volume of rain at that site.



How do places like Hawaii and the South Pacific fare under this system? As you may recall,
they are subject to showers and squ'alls that deposit a great deal of rain in a short time. After-
wards, however, the sun shines and a beautiful rainbow embellishes the sky. Are such places tre-
ated properly under a system in which the fair weather ratio is determined by the aggregate
amount of rainfall in a 24-hour period?

Or consider the Balearic Islands off Spain in the Meditterranean. There, the daytime tempera-
ture may reach a scorching 30 degrees. After nine in the evening, however, the temperature drops
to a comfortable level, one where tuxedos aré worn. Is it proper to calculate the comfort index (the
humidity) of a place based on average daily temperatures? Or evaluate a resort’s suitability based
on statistics for temperature extremes? )

Where on the face of this earth and the places where one can enjoy beautiful sunsets and sea-
sonal winds without being bothered by wind and waves? What is the effect of the differences be-
tween high and low tides on resorts?

The task of the new tourism-meteorology, which is outlined above, should be to answer such
questions.
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THIRTY-YEARLCOOING TREND i
has reduced {éfipdtatures in the o
higher latitudes of the Northern
Hemisphere by an average of I°F,
causing shorter crop seasons.

Facific

Ocean

AFRICA™S SAHEL
resled under six years
of severe drought.
Tens of thousands of
people and milliens of
herd stock perished
befors areival of
massive foreign relief.

Indian Ceean

, « SUMMER MONSQONS, sweeping
in off the cceans, bear moisturs
vital to the survival of hundreds of
MALAGASY millions. Some climatologists befieve the
REPUBLIC cooling trend's effect on global wind
patierns caused the droughts that have
plagued the Sahel and western India,

THIRTY-THREE NATIONS, here labeled,

have been designated by the U.N, as

"“rost seriously affected.” Most lie along &
tropical swath sometimes called the “hunger
belt.” These and the other poorer countries
contain two-thirds of the world’s population, &
produce a mers ore-fifth of its food: and

account for four of every five births.

6 TIT e ELA—1iiE (SHEDEZES)
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC,July, 1975
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