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Problems to tourism in Balearic Islatlds

%
“In Palma everybody is happy”
Jean Coctean
%k .
“Therve are more tourist beds in the bay of Palma de Mallovca than theve ave in the
whole of the Eastern Meditervanean, from Greece round to Algiers, and the number is still
growing. Palma is the granddaddy of mass tourism, and its children continue to produce
grandchildren on the coasts of all four islands”
Andrew Eames, project editor “Mallorca d Ibizd, Mewnorca d Formentra” 1987.

Eizo Tanabe

The coast of the Mediterranean, which was formerly the preferred winter vacation
grounds of Europe’s upper classes, has become in recent years a popular summer
vacation destination for all Europeans. Of course, Majorca, the main island of the
Balearic Archipelago, is no exception. Following the Second World War, it was wide-
ly publicized as a tourist destination for the masses. Recently, however, Majorca
framed plans to upgrade its image from “popular” to “upscale” and is carrying out
policies to regulate smallscale tourism development and expand its airport.

The island of Majorca has benefited from the almond and olive orchards that have
always formed the basis of its beauty. However, their future is in doubt due to insta-
billity in the prices of primary produce and questions as to whether orchard owners
will continue to follow in the footsteps of their ancestors.

Throughout the world, tourist destinations tend to face common problems, includ-
ihg a decline in image as their popularity increases and a decline in scenic beauty as
their surrounding agricultural base deteriorates.

I discuss the above topics based on information gathered during two-month-long
field studies in each years from 1990 to 1994 at the height of the summer vacation
season in Majorca. These topics form the main theme of this paper.

Eizo Tanabe
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2 IULTEEEH - RESR (1993) LUITBEI2E (1961—1993) DR

CLASE DE TRAFICO _ENTRADAS _ SALIDAS _ _TOTALES _

: Aviones Pasajeros Aviones Pasajeros Aviones Pasajeros
Trafico Nacional «rereeeeersessessssesssssees 17.852 | 1.679.762 17.753 | 1.712.998 35.605 | 3.392.760
Trafico Internacional «+seeweesseorssesessees 28.448 | 4.506.811 28.536 | 4.529.721 56.984 | 9.036.532
Avionetas y otras clases de trafico «=====+==- 1.951 3.771 2.035 3.536 3.986 7.307

TOTALES «+rvevreeersensnssrasssnsenssssnases 48.251 | 6.190.344 48.324 | 6.246.255 96.575 | 12.436.599
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(F) NUT7VARBOBGEE (5) Fix
ing its sights firmly on the tourism of the
XXI st. century, the Balearic Islands are
well aware that any gains in competitive
tourism will be won on the grounds of the
quality of the services. This has resulted in
what is being called the second tourism re-
volution, which some European specialists
have christened the “Balearic Revolution of
Complete Quality”.

(TOURIST POLICY OF THE BALERIC IS-
LANDS TOURIST COUNCIL)
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