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J.- J. Rousseau’ s Final Reflections:
The Task of Old Age and the Meaning of Landscape in
“Les Reveries du Promeneur Solitaire”

Hirosuke ARAI

Abstract

In Jean—Jacques Rousseau’s unfinished posthumous work “Les Réveries Du Promeneur
Solitaire” I perceive two projects. One is his concern to reconsider who he is, and to
continue his personal development in his old age. The other is to impress upon hlS
mind many kinds of landscapes and to merge with nature.

First, I examine his process of personal development, using the life-review theory
offered by R.N.Butler in 1963, and find that Rousseau’ s own life review enables him
to avoid yielding to despair and helps him to reintegrate his ego after improving his
self-esteem.

Second, I use some recent studies on landscape to argue that Rousseau’s various
descriptions of natural scenery can help us comprehend better the relationship
between man and landscape.

Flnally, I conclude that metaphorically Rousseau is still living with us, due to his
gerontological thoughts and his ecological insight into landscape.
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