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Islam Sects in Modern China
Koji MARUYAMA

abstract

Islam sects in Modern China are generally called “Three-big Sects and F our-big
menhuan” . The first Islam sect “Sufism brotherhood (menhuan)” was shaped 300 years
ago, though Islam waé introduced into China in 7th century. In opposition to the
appearance of menhuan(Jahariyah,Khufiyyah,Kubrawiyyah,Cadriyah), muslims who had
maintained the traditional ceremony and system from old times called themselves
“Qadim”. Its characteristics is tolerance. In early 20th century the two sects were
differentiated. One is a new sect “Ikhwani”, which criticized both Qadim and menkuan
strictly as unfaithful to the Koran. The other is Xidaotang, called “Chinese classics
Sect”. ’

The doctrinal difference -is not great among Islam sects in China. There are
distinguished differences in the unessential problems of the religious ceremony and
customs. Those differences frequently gave rise to a quarrel of bloodshed between
Ikhawani and other sects in Modern China. '
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