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Innovation in Distribution and Its Trends
Yukio NASU

The status and trend of innovations in Japanese distribution industry are analyzed from the
standpoint of marketing study. »
Chapter 1. Big changes in Japanese economy and social environment and their impacts on
commerce , '
1-1. Trend of Japanese economy and management
1-2. Changes in Japanese distribution structure
2. Challenges by distribution companies using new business strategies
2-1. Necessity to change managerial policies
2-2. Access to the area by general merchandise stores (GMS)
2-3. RISC (Regional, Investment, Specialty, Concept) strategy by middle class distri-
bution companies '

2-4. Development of new retail business style
3. Innovations in physical distribution and logistics
4. Globalization of Japanese retail business
4-1. Ordering of production to overseas countries and imports
4-2. Foreign capitals rushing into Japanese distribution markets
4-3. Retail competition in Asian countries
9. Management by networking
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