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To Understand Zen by Zen Master Bankei (ﬂﬁ&@)
| — The Bright Virtue (¥t and
_the Unborn Buddha Mind (A%4AD) —

Hiroshi Yonezawa

It is well known that learning Zen started when Zen Master Bankei (#EE%Ef, 1622~1693)
raised a question concerning what the Bright Virtue (B3 f#) in the “Great Learning” (k%)
was. However, the reason why he started saying “All things are perfectly resolved in the Un-
born (A4:)” is not clear.

This article examines thinkings by Tohju Nakae (FVL#E#, 1608 ~1648), Banzan Kumazawa
(KEIR#FEIL, 1619~1691), and Sokoh Yamaga (ILIFEFEAT, 1622~1685), three contemporary Schol-
ars of Wang Yang-ming Sect (F5B%), and makes their comparison. It is particularly important
to compare with what Tohju Nakae thought about the Bright Virtue.

As a conclusion, it is proper to understand that the Bright Virtue by Tohju Nakae and the Un-
born Buddha Mind by Zen Master Bankei are the same with what Jaspers called the Encompassing
(das Umgreifende).

This article explains the above-mentioned points by referring to various resouces.

It can be safely said that Zen Master Bankei's achievement was a sort of culmination in one

thbusand years after the introduction of Buddhism into Japan.
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