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Teen Court is a peer-run court authorized to pass sentence on first-time offender
juveniles for certain non-violent misdemeanors. Teen Court hearings are open to the
public. Jury members, court officers and court attorneys are volunteer youth. Once a
juvenile has been charged and found guilty, they can be referred to the Teen Court
where the sentence, or punishment, is chosen. Each defendant's sentence includes some
community service works and some jury duty. The jury duty is quite educational and
many kids come through the program feeling about having "square thing" not only
with the law but with themselves, because there is a strong ethic of accountability and
responsibility built into the program, and it provides preventive education and
consequences for those kids.
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