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Sports and Ethos in Colonial Societies
—1In Case of Australia and New Zealand—

Katsunori Kobayashi

So many sports have appeared and grown in so many societies.  However there is no sport
which appeared in more than two societies. Though some sports could have something in common
with one another, they are not exactly the same. One sport appeared in one society and another
sport did in another society.

Why did a certain sport appear in a certain society? Why did ot the sport appear in the other
societies? The key to solve this question is “ethos’. Ethos is defind as “the characteristic spirit,
prevalent tone of sentiment, of a people or community” (Oxford English Dictionary). A sence of
value implicitly expressed in the rules and manners of a sport is closely akin to ethos in a society.

The purposes of this study were to clarify from the geographical and historical points of view,
the reason why sports have been so popular in Australia and New Zealand, and to examin a re-
lationship between sports and ethos at colonial days in Australia and New Zealand. Both of them
were colonies established by the United Kingdom around 1800.

The results obtained are as follows;

(1) The climates and natural features are suitable for enjoying various kinds of sports.

(2) Immigrants at those days came from the United Kingdom where many sports appeared and
were popular among people.

(3) There had been no other amusements except sports.

(4) There prevailed in the colony an idea which sports make a person a man and moreover make
a society and a nation.

(5) Most immigrants in Australlia were convicts sent from the United Kingdom or gold-diggers
and they had necessities to struggle with wastelands or to find gold nuggets. In short, ethos
in Australia is “Mateship” whish is composed of friendliness, equalitarivanism, anti-autho-
ritarianism and masculinity.

(6) Immigrants in New. Zealand were mostly. free-settlers who were in middle class in the United
Kingdom and had wishes to build an ideal country in South Pacific. They valued masculin-

ity, fairness, anti-authoritarianism, and modesty.
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