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The Religious Poinfs in the Namban Screens (FAREM) of
Kano Naizen FFEFPIE)

Chigusa Kobayashi

Kano Naizen (1570~1616) painted Namban Screens which are now in the posses-

sion of the Kobe City Museum. '

In this paper I try to compare these Namban Screens with the early Christian liter-
ature and Arts in Japan.

I find several religious points symbolized by Kano Naizen.

The results obtained are as follows :

(1)The name of one ship painted on the right screen is Santa Maria Go By =
1) 75), the other ship painted on the left screen is Deus Go (77 2 5).

(2)The name of an Ecclesia (chapel) painted on the right screen is Assumptio Beatae
Mariae Virginis (#¢ 5 K DB E:#(4), another chapel name painted on the left
screen is Deus (77 A3).

(3)The three persons painted on left screen are Deus Padre, Deus Filho (Jesu Christo),
and Maria. '

In other words, the three figures in an exotic church are the Holy Family.
(4)On the right screen, a woman who stands by a shop curtain (Noren) and a boy who
leads the way are mother and son.

They symbolize Maria and Jesu in this world.

Naizen was not a Christian, but he was friendly fowards Christian religion and
produced a holy work of art.
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