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From Floating Palace to Floating Resort,

and to Floating Second house.

Eizo Tanabe

The fourth “luxurious passenger ship decade” in world history'is now beginning.

The first decade was early this century, just before World War [ , and was
known as the “belle epoque”. Very lange ship of 40,000-grass ton class competed
under the British or German flag for supremacy over Atlantic routes. The second de-
cade was the period between the two world wars known as the “Roaring Twenties”,
when 80,000-gross ton class big passenger ships such as the Queen Mary, the Queen
Elizabeth and the Normandy contended very hard for “Blue Ribbon”. This decadde
can be said to have been the true golden age of luxurious passenger ships.

After World War I, the luxurious passenger ships decades came to the end due to
the advent of jetplanes. In 1980s a new type of 70,000-gross ton class big passenger
ships was developed, which involved a different concept from conventional passenger
ships and were installed in Carribean routes. These are big sightseeing passenger
ships and we could say that with them the fourth decade of luxurious passenger
ships began ; '

Investment on constructing larger sightseeing passenger ships has realized cheaper
costs which means that cheaper cruise fares have been able to attract more of the
general public. At the same time, investment on smaller ships (5,000 gross ton ~
10,000 gross ton) has also been made by those who are rich and prefer more luxu-
rious and sophisticated cruises.

The concept of small luxurious sightseeing ships is gradually overlapping the im-
age of personally.owned luxurious yachts.

Meanwhile, the chartered yacht industry is now prospering in marine resorts and
sightseeing spots all over the world.



The chartered yacht system is convenient for those who can not afford them own
personal yacht because it gives them the opportunity to enjoy personal yachting by
time charter contract at reasonable prices. In this way the expensive pleasure of

- yachting among rich people is now becoming the pleasure of the general public. This
popularzation of small and luxurious sightseeing ships as well as the chartering of
luxurious yachts provides the ultimate leisure for mankind.
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YACHT, from the Dutch jacht (p. p. of jach-
ten, to hurry, to hunt), originally ‘a vessel of
state, usually employed to convey princes,
ambassadors or other great personages from
one kingdom to another’(Falconer, Marine

Dictionary, 1771); later any vessel propelled

by either sail or power used for pleasure and

not plying for hire. The word entered the En-

glish language in 1660, the year of the res-
toration of Charles Il and the presentation to
him by the States General of Holland of the

Mary (100 tons, 8 guns) as a private pleasure

vessel. There had been similar vessels long
before this date, known as ‘royal pleasure
ships’ or esneccas, but the word ‘yacht’ was
then unknown in relation to them.(The Oxford
Companion to SHIPS AND THE SEA Edited
by Peter Kemp, Oxford University Press, .
London, #&##5 M%)
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No one can ever claim to be bored on a Car-
nival cruise. In fact, the action begins early,
just after sunrise, builds through the day,.and
continues into the middle of the night. While
other ships have movie theaters and discos
that operate during limited hours, Carnival’s
movies run nonstop from morning until past
midnight, and the disco music begins beating
in midafternoon. At almost any given time
there are contests and parties, classes and
games, bar and lounge entertainers, and
bands galore. On its newer ships Carnival
has arcades of nightclubs that feature a wide
range of entertainment from folk music to
variety shows, disco to teenage dance clubs.
Even the smaller Carnival ships tend to have
more entertainment options than most cruise
lines’ largest ships.

Carnival vessels offer every and any activity
that a cruise ship could have, including beer-
drinking contests, greased-pole pillow fights,

bingo, masquerade parties, pool games, water-

balloon tosses, and trivia constests. No one
can do it all, but many passengers try.
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