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Foreign Language Teaching Programs in Some
Interdlsclphnary Faculties
—A Case Study —

Shinya Tanaka

The Ministry of Education amended the Standards for the Establishment of Univer-
sities on July 1, 1991.

The amendment to the Ministry regulations this time around is not a mere revision
of certain provisions, but rather a drastic one affecting the fundamentals of our high-
er education system. ‘

The first notable change in the regulations is abolishment of the clear distinction
among the four required course subjects, which have been classified, according to
their content as foreign language, health and physical education, general education
and specialized education. '

The second is the introduction of a self-evaluation mechanism.

The third is a revision of the academic credit-earning system and related to that is
the commencement of a degree-granting mechanism.

Relating to foreign language instruction, there have been-a variety of foreign lan-
guage teaching programs, such as summer intensive courses, which are often con-
nected with international exchange programs, certificate examination system and so
on.

This study reports on the revision of foreign language teaching programs in some
interdisciplinary faculties.
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