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The Meaning of debere non facere

in Anselm’s Philosophical Fragments

Hiroko Yamazaki

We usually say “not-to-be-obliged-to-do” (non debere facere), not “to-be-obliged-
not-to-do” (debere non facere). But in Philosophical Fragments, Anselm says that debere
non facere is virtually meant when we use non debere facere. He is the person who dis-
tinguishes the proper and improper usage of words. Then, how does this way of dis-
tinguishing relate to “negation of debere”? Why does he use “negation of debere”
when he discusses evil ?

" He grasps evil as either (1) facere quod mon debet (doing what one ought not) or (2)
non facere quod debet (not doing what one ought). An auxiliary verb is employed as the
verb here, because debet is an auxiliary verb, and guod non debet and quod debet don’t
include the verb. If the infinitive facere (to do) is added to quod non debet, it has two
“possibilities to be quod non debet facere or quod debet non facere. Generally, the sen-
tence “one ought not” reminds us of obligation. But Anselm regards it as not being
under obligation.

Quod debet is brought by God. Quod non debet, on the other hand, is caused by hu-
man will. Non debet consists of non debet facere and debet non facere. Both are possible
only in human action. The latter means “duty of negation”, and the former means the
same in some cases. If quod debet non faceve is done, it leads to the negation of “duty
of negation”. So facere quod debet non facere (doing what is obliged not to do) always
means negation of duty. In short, “non debere + infinitive” does not always mean
obligation, but “debere non + infinitive” always becomes obligation.

Anselm discusses the proper and improper uses of the words. That also applies to
the word debere. To express debere non facere (to-be-obliged-not-to-do) is the original
use of debere, and to express non debere facere (not-to-be-obliged-to-do) is the usual
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use of debere. But whether the use is proper or improper, it must be evil if obligations
are not fulfilled. Anselm states that “no matter what sins are committed, they are all
sins against Him”. Anselm’s way of grasping evil, which emphasizes debere and debere
non facere, is rooted in a strong attraction from God.
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(Lambeth MS 59) IC&INHZLETH B, ZOBERIE, MU OMIZ, 72 4 2%
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IR DA Memorials of Saint Anselm 12, LDIRT & 12 B4 HZEF TR S iz O fETIETFZ A b
27007 g VIZFHELTWADICHL, BETIESDO5ELELZ->TWb, L2L, &f
DORBICHEIZ 2V, R TEY EFs ok, . 169V-175128 $ B E5 0 —E T, HImET
DFEIRIZIE, NU, Memorials of Saint Anselm % LT %o BMMEERICEHL T, AV ) =FT7 &
VA ZDLBEGHOERET SO0 L, vV - v RBEHOERHERELTwE D,

I. EOB@EICEH T 3 debere

Male quidem agit, qui facit quod non debet, aut non facit quod debet ; quod similiter intelligi-
tur de omni verbo(s).

FEDT, B3 RETLRVWIERTDE, AW, BITREZELEFLEVED, BLTHD
Thb, 2D LI, HLOIBHFICOVWTHMBICEBSIL Y,

COXEDHEEGHTLTAHAL I BLIFIERETHEEDD, O TRETHEVWILEEZTS
Bh HHWIE, Q% TRXIERLEWVWETDH S, Debet [BIBIFTH 5 4%, quod non debet
& quod debet IZRBFAVE INTVLRVOT, BBFEAIEEHE LTHVWLRTWEEERD
ZERTEL, LA L, quod non debet DIFEA, EFAIPEHEN TV L WITIIET &, 79
% BIR B B)F DOAE D facere Z V>, quod non debet facere &9 %A, quod debet non facere
ET B, TROWERENET L, B, TRTRETLEVWI &, & L7FRIE, quod non debet
facere 12842 L, ® L ZM% quod debet non facere LT B bIE, TRE3WRETHAHI L
L) RIT% B, Quod non debet Z EHL L DR LFICT 20, SHPLBENLT ¥ IV AZR
O HOBRE B LD LN 2HDODT, LUF quod non debet 122V TIE% { DA HARE
WZRRET, 57 VB CRRLT b, M), quod debet DIFEICIE, AHEMEE LT quod debet facere
LdH OB NDOT, T3 ~XEZ L) 7213 quod debet D F %, BRIIB L CTHERATA I EIZ
L7zvy, ' . )

CDBETHENRLZZEZEBEHMLUCHTRT L, RDOLIHIT%D,

Male.agere=

(i) facere quod non debet facere

(1) facere quod non debet

(ii) facere quod debet non facere
aut

(2) non facere quod debet

LLF, (2) non facere quod debet, (1) facere quod non debet DJETE L LD, HETIE S HIC
non debere facere & debere non facere {250 F TRET L TH L Do
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I, Bg~NEZEELEWVIE (non facere quod debet)

CCCHBELELRLDIE, Tt REZE) 2T VEVAABEDLIIIEZTVWADLTH A,
Bl & EEDOMERRNO TEMR) T, £, TLLKINBOLNEROGEEZATHLOR
CEIWMo72DTH AL LI, KIRDHEE, KidhT_EILEFLTWETIO) Lk~ 2
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LG, TOBED T, LIEMTHLEBT LI ENTEL, #IZ, BEZOLEMEITIMHIC
LoTREEINTWwWBEZ LIRS,

CIT, —ODEMPETAEND Ltk v, 128 2E, TRIEAFTFENTERETHL, &
WA EIRBFE, FREBBLZREDLEZVOTREZVD, EWVWHILTHL, COLEN TN
&0, BELTE &) 2ZHAVTRVEPIEROFERL LU T~ LA L W, THY,
FONESTDEY TWIREZTTOHLHNWETHL, 5, 7ol saxnEz b TN,
Thbb, #BELLTO ™RE i, HLETIMEALOBBEEEME LTEEERTL B D
DTHbo LINoT, T—LAaAERI ) E0IEED TXE, EHEBLERTLIOTIEE
{, ZhiE, "™XE ) OFEERRWLBERTHLERLTEINTI S,

V. Facere quod non debet

Quod non debet i¥, & 2 FETili~7: X 912, quod non debet facere & quod debet non facere @
2ODUEEHREET S, bz E@l, "I NEThnI L) EEBETLH, THELVWRET
HHI L, EV)EFHOTEEMEL 7 VIV A RIIRET B, Facere T2 &) Db Y IZ pec-
care GRZILT I L) 2B TEDT, HITKRDLIICE ),

Sed si memores eorum quae supra dicta sunt, sicut dicimus ‘non facere esse’ pro ‘facere non
esse’, ita dicimus ‘non debere facere’ pro ‘debere non facere’ ; et ideo ubi est ‘debere non pec-
care’, dicitur pro eo ‘non debere peccare’. Quod in tantum obtinuit usus, ut non aliud intelliga-

tur quam ‘debere non peccare'.(B)

EZAT, ETELNAZL2BVWHTRLIE, Rizbld T2nwkitdasz s, offby
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BT, BREORBLTH VR, TEELILVRETHLI L, DA DML O LB S
NEWETH - 72,

INHDOFRBUL, FBEPELBZITHEETE4201E, @<{ALERDEITTHL, Lirl,
TYENARZZEIEZ TR, 25 ), THRLINTNETIHAVI & i, Kk, THEPES
BRI THAHZ L) 2BERLTW/AEEIDTH S,

Z Z T debere #, W ULBIBIFOREETH S posse (THIENTELI L) LHBLTAL
9o Posse IZHREHE non #1F1F % &, non posse facere t& "5 I LA TELWI &, posse non
facere 13 TL2WZ & TEL I L, L2, WEKEHELPICERLEOMEND 5, BIZETIE
TAHURMEREL 2V, BETIITATERMLE L2 WITREMEE 2% 5, Posse PB4, non %
EZIMNEBOTAENICLY, BREVWHKEL ST ADTH A, 7, debere I non % 1T %
L, BRBOT VA ADIBTED L 512, AT debere non facere (2 SR WVWREXTHBH L)
EEWVWEDLT LI A% non debere facere (T NETIEHARNIE) EEFLTWEDTHL2H,
debere non facere & non debere facere & MR ICIX, — R, posse IZBITAH LD L REWER YL
WIDIKBbNhD, L L, Ty VA AWMEEOEE, $7%bb, debere A S CEL
BIES D G0OH0 5 L, FHEIMIDICRE > TL20THE WY,

V—1. Non debere facere (EFNETIEHWNIE)
Dicimus etiam nos ‘non debere peccare’ pro ‘debere non peccare’. Non enim omnis qui facit
quod non debet, peccat si proprie- consideretur. Sicut namque ‘debere’ idem est quod ‘de-
bitorem esse’, ita ‘non debere’ non est aliud quam ‘debitorem non esse’. Non autem semper
peccat homo, quando facit quod non est debitor facere. Siquidem vir non est debitor ducere
uxorem, quia licet ei servare virginitatem. Unde sequitur quia non debet eam ducere, et tamen,
si ducit eam, non peccat. Non ergo semper peccat vir, quando facit quod non debet, si proprie
intelligitur ‘non debere’. Nemo tamen negat virum debere ducere uxorem. Debet igitur et non
debet, ¥
SLICRBIE, TRELESLEVRETHEI L EEIRDYIC TRZIETNETIELW
Tl BB, 0FY, BMBLEBEWRTELONS 51T, quod non debet (3 NXTh
WZk) ETHEANETRELET DI TREV, EVIDIE, THRETHLI L, » M3
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BB T HEBIILVEV) T ELICR D, L2L, BETAHELTY, 2T it
5 %39 MUZ, ‘non debere’ FBEFICEMRT B %2 613, quod non debet (7% ¥ XE T
TWZ L) 2T LK, ANILTLIRZIILTHLIITEEY, 2LT, BUIELZO L HNE
THHILZHOIBELLV, L5 T, IR TRETHY, RITNETLRVDOTH b,

TIT, TRELERTELILNLLLIE, THEICERT L 0I1E, EShhani, ThE

BIZid) TEREKRE LT OBREWVICBWTTH2Y, 7o ariE, Th+~NETIk
W Z & (non debere facere) | AR L BHRTHEHMENDL 2O, NEEBLRA-THL L
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THLEND -7,

NV—2. Debere non facere (53 HWVNRETHB &) v

T, bl TS AnRETHAZ L) 3 DI CHEHMTHIENTELLEL I D A
Eﬁ'ﬁ‘glb:lﬂbf(lg), FESEGHTR 2R X, 7 vk as RE Tdebere non +REHE) &) EH
5 EZTHCTNS Y, £ OfBIIRME > TVEDT, —2RFAEEIFSILICT 2,

Nam sicut culpa est non habere quod habere debet, ita culpa est habere quod debet non
habere @9

FWI) DI, FoRETHLUDRELLZVWIEPHRETHL LI, HlbWwRETHD
bOEFEOILIFARTH 5,

ZOXEIL, B 2EBETEIT/-I “male ... agit, qui facit quod non debet, aut non facit quod
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)" EEMLTWAE, LML, 7rEIVARIE, non debet habere Tld7 < debet non habere
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RREOEIE, WICEERTY, BEAOONLENETHL, oL, 3 MFHZ L, KEE
Wr oMb, L2WoT, THERWRETHHI L% T 5L (facere quod debet non facere) |
3, BICERT) L RERT b, IS, H2EFETOIIAE BARBICRTICELT, BE
K, TREBVNETHEILETEE, ALV, BTREILELEVEN, BTHIO
Thby ETHONHEYTHA I,

Quod debet Z5MA 5 B 725 2N B DT LT, quod non debet iZ AR DEERICH®K Y %, Non
debet 1%, non debet facere (%2 F_XTIE7%\2) & debet non facere (R ELWVWRETH5B) &
PR BAS, WEL b ABOTEIIBNTOARTETH S, Debet non facere i¥ THENEE
% Bk L, non debet facere IIHSICL o TR ZFDEREZFHD, b L, ZERVWRETHHI L
(quod debet non facere) 7% SN HD%LIX, ZHiE TBEDEE) ODEEICLDL, TDID,
MRS VWNRETHLI L% THIE (facere quod debet non facere) s (FH ICFH D EE & BIK
L, B%IUFT &b, 2F D, Tnon deberet REFE Y DRFHIZELT LR TIEXRWD,
Cdebere non -+ ARGERE,; OBIIBBIIZLDTHbD, &I\ X, non debet facere 12 LT b debet
non facere 12 LCh, W OHEIH O, ABMOBEFIMES %W,

V. # £

FU L ARIEEORB LB EEBRBLRAVAICSERL, ZNid debere & V) FEIC
LEHSNL, SHEITOEENLTSE, debere non facere (R ERWVWNRETHHI L) &
3 £HA Tdebere DEE DARW D DORF % FIEET, non debere facere (R§NETidAWI
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%o Debere % 587 L debere non facere ¥ EiRTHI L1, 7V RN AXDEIZONWTOREF
B, ML DBAFIEDIFIRE L TWAE I L2 BRACHRASELDTH S,

1) FfE, BFREEHFREOEEMRSE (199149 A12H, REMEERSE) KBV CTFor-RE M7+
WAZIZBITHEOBE) ODHNEO—EEIY EIF, MEBELZLDTH 5,

(@) #HDBR (aversio) 20D, TYEVARET I F AT 4 XA & DBEONEL DT 2L AR
L BRI ORECDVTE, DTOMBEEZ B, IWERT T7 vV A B 2EOME,, ThikEs
WFoEs T ERHE, #525%, 19834F, 124—134~—, IR T (7Y VA5 4 X RET Y RIVA R,
P77 AT 4 X AEVRES10%, B XI, #00s, 19854E, 6— 8 ~— 3, Hiroko Yamazaki, “Anselm

and the Problem of Evil,” Anselm Studies, vol.. 2 : Proceedings of the Fifth International Swint Anselm
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(3) Richard William Southern, Saint Amselm : A Portrait in a Landscape, Cambridge University Press,
1990, pp. 460-461.
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(5)- R. W. Southern-F. S. Schmitt (ed.), Memorials of Saint Anselm, Oxford University Press, London, 1969,
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D. P. Henry, The Logic of Saint Anselm, Oxford, 1967. Z DOFRBZRARTIE VD, FHBROI A IZIHER
B INTN5,
Anselmus, De Veritate 5 : F. S. Schmitt (ed.), S. Anselmi Opera Omnia I, Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt, 1968,
182, 3-4. “Si ignis ab eo a quo habet esse accepit calefacere : cum calefacit, facit quod debet.” LT,
FYRNLADTF I A Mk 2 3y MiEAVS, HAERE, HEBR (7 evsxek, E@XE
19804F) #BEIZLo0b, HREHVE, &8, TORKEY 2 Iy MR7 V2V A AEEDOBFFHERT
Hohlzo, FEEHER) ORIETA TRV,
Ibid. - F. S. Schmitt I, 182, 6-10. “Unde animadverti potest rectitudinem seu veritatem actionis aliam
esse necessariam, aliam non necessariam. Ex necessitate namque ignis facit rectitudinem et veritatem,
cum calefacit ; et non ex necessitate facit homo rectitudinem et veritatem, cum bene facit.”
Anselmus, De Libertate Arbitrii 8 : F. S. Schmitt I, 220, 21-22. “Servare igitur rectitudinem voluntatis
propter ipsam rectitudinem est unicuique eam servanti velle, quod deus vult illum velle,” Z DERIRD
ALHEITC, 7 e aZidillum % illam &8 22 CRBOERE LT 5, £2TO illam i volun-
tatem (BE) #BHRLTVWAIEDS, TELVEE=EENEL 22 EL SHEDOIRFET HEE=
ADEL LIS EHPEATND I L %*ﬂir g, WO BNEFEXE LS5, Cf. Anselmus, De Libertate
Arbitrii 8+ F. S. Schmitt [, 220, 18—19. “Nulla autem est iusta voluntas, nisi quae vult quod deus vult
illam (sc. voluntatem) velile.”
R. W. Southern-F. S. Schmitt (ed.), Memorials of Saint Anselm, p. 348, 156—20 (F. S. Schmitt, NU, 36,
13-18).
7y sk TR 88 EITB T, debere & non debere, posse & non posse DEBIZDOVWTEE
Y, FRoAEE LTHBTRZWEDNE2T5LERLTVAYD, £ITI, THEdal-roEIND
NEF BV LD R, SEROBBAOEFEIZE &5 Twh, CL Anselmus, De Veritate 8 : Schmitt 1,
188, 9—11. “Verum inter haec te scire volo quia debere et non debere dicitur aliquando improprie ;
ut cum dico quia debeo amari a te. Si enim vere debeo, debitor sum reddere quod debeo, et in culpa
sum si non amor a te.”
R. W. Southern-F. S. Schmitt (ed.), Memorials of Saint Anselm, p. 348, 6—15 (F. S. Schmitt, NU, 36,
3-13).
P @A E e SN0h 10h, S BE - BECOVWTOREONESH %, Cf. Anselmus, Cur
Deus Homo 11, 18: F. S. Schmitt II, 128, 17-26.
HHSES, KR BB LZERCTHGONZVERCE, FREZ0d0BEKL LTTREZMOZ LD
HWLRT VA, 728 21, invitus & V) BERGEIFKICRS N, TRiE TZIFI Lv) BT
oS, FWMBELERTE TR LT (Zb)) EWHECEFTRE RS, IO invitus DAVH LT ¥
P AZOEBEESR L OBELZEDL Y ICOWTE, UTOMEEER, IWEHT "7 ¥ v A ZA0EES
L7 TR 4 X A—"invitus velle - DEER D C o T—, THHEEERNE FAPH FHERE,
548 19864F, 14—22-2— Y, Hiroko Yamazaki, “Theological Method in St. Anselm’s Theory of Free-
dom,” Knowledge and the Sciences in Medieval Philosophy, Proceedings of the Eighth International Coﬁ-
gress of Medieval Philosophy, vol. 3, Helsinki, 1990, pp. 308—313.
Gillian Rosemary Evans (ed.), A Concordance to the Works of St. Anselm, Kraus International Publica-
tions, White Plains, New York, 1984.
Anselmus, Cur Deus Homo I, 24 : F. S. Schmitt I, 92, 25;92, 26,92, 32:93,23;93, 23-24.
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F. S. Schmitt II, 92, 25—-26.

Quod debet & quod non debet 7*5 i3, BIEORIEIIEL TI R, 20O L3, quod debet EEZ D
BN TR0, KDOWTHELNLZELSHELMABI EATTE B, BRSOV, EREDBEABKRTHLEDS
nhb,

D. P. Henry, The Logic of Saint Anselm, p. 201. “the distinction between the moral and the physical

’ 9

senses of ‘ought’.

Anselmus, Cur Deus Homo 11, 14 : F. S. Schmitt 1I, 114, 10. “:-- omnia quaecumque fiunt peccata

contra illum (sc. Deum) sint.”
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