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St. Anselm’s Theory of Original Sin
Hiroko YAMAZAKI
Abstract

In this paper St. Anselm’s theory of original sin is considered in comparison with Peter
Abelard’s understanding of original sin.

Anselm of Canterbury concludes that every sin is an injustice and that original sin is sin in an
absolute sense. Moreover, he says that it is a sin to consent to appetites when one ought not to.
But original sin is not a sin that we ourselves commit. It is transmitted as a result of the act by Adam
and Eve. Transmission of sin and committing a sin are essentially incompatible. Why does Anselm
claim that original sin is sin in an absolute sense?

For Anselm, original sin is the absence of required original justice. Original justice is given
by God and if it is abandoned, God is dishonored. Therefore, the honor of God is the criterion for
committing a sin. If order is violated, God is dishonored. One is required to keep original justice, and
ever since the first parents’ sin God requires satisfaction from the sinner, because human nature
has incurred corruption. Corruption means disorder. There is no difference between original sin and
actual sin in the point that sin brings dishonor to God.

Anselm’s understanding of original sin is characteristic of his theology that the honor of God,
the keeping of justice and the beauty of order are connected with each other.
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2)AFEIE. ROMEREZ BAGER L, MEEIEL72H D Th 5, Hiroko Yamazaki, Anselm and Abelard on Original Sin,
Anselm and Abelard: Investigations and Juxtapositions, ed. by G. E. M. Gasper and H. Kohlenberger, Pontifical Institute of
Medieval Studies, Toronto, 2006, pp. 172-178.

3) Anselmus Cantuariensis, De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 3: F. S. Schmitt (ed.), S. Anselmi Opera Omnia I,
Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt: fromann-holzboog, 1968, 142, 31 — 143, 1.
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5, <Kk AR .« T_F )L R R (Petrus Abaelardus, 1079 — 1142) 1, 72 & 2 EBEOITAHIZE S 7
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“Quare omne peccatum est iniustitia, et originale peccatum est absolute peccatum. Unde sequitur quia
est et iniustitia.””
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REICIZZ SRS TH D, £ T, RET VBNV AANFREMEI2ER TR THD LR
RTONEIRT H1DIT, THLELZNCEZ LATWZRY)OIES (iustitia originalis) {22 T
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4)Ibid., 4: F. S. Schmitt 11, 144, 11-12.

5)1bid., 3: F. S. Schmitt IT, 142,31 — 143, 1. A Z U 7 A35|HFIZ L D,

6) Anselmus Cantuariensis, De veritate, 12: F. S. Schmitt I, 194, 26. “Iustitia igitur est rectitudo voluntatis propter se servata.”
FEHEG] BT D LR EFK D E R De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 3: F. S. Schmitt 11, 143, 7 CH-H
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DN EFREND L ERZDANHE DL CTHIENS &L ENRZICHEYT LY, ZPhoRE0T
& X IIER D Kb, FPOERN Kb & EITFRENEL D,
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sanctificans) | D HFEZ I UEW E L THW, LT, ZOR—ERT /L AR IZHFKT 5 & HfF
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BENLTDHE, MANRFETHLINIONT, BEVWRELRNENWS ZEITLD,

7) De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato,, 1: F. S. Schmitt II, 140, 12-14. “Sed quod ab initio humanae naturae
descendat non videtur, quoniam origo illius iusta fuit, quando primi parentes iusti facti sunt sine omni peccato.”
8)Ibid., 1: F. S. Schmitt II, 141, 2-4. “Siquidem ADAM et EVA ‘originaliter’, hoc est in ipso sui initio mox ut homines
extiterunt, sine intervallo simul iusti fuerunt.”
9)Ibid., 1: F. S. Schmitt II, 141, 4-5. “ ‘Personalis’autem dici potest iustitia, cum iniustus accipit iustitiam, quam ab origine
non habuit. ”
10) Ibid., 1: F. S. Schmitt II, 140, 18-21. “Licet enim in unoquoque homine simul sint et natura qua est homo, sicut sunt
omnes alii, et persona qua discernitur ab aliis, ut cum dicitur ‘iste’ vel ‘ille, sive proprio nomine, ut ADAM aut ABEL, ...”
11) Ibid., 27: F. S. Schmitt 11, 170, 5-23; 6, 11, 147, 19-20.
12)Ibid., 3: F. S. Schmitt II, 142, 20-22. “Nempe originale peccatum esse iniustitiam dubitari non debet. Nam si omne
peccatum est iniustitia et originale peccatum est peccatum, utique est et iniustitia.”
13)P. J. Toner, “St. Anselm’s Definition of Original Sin,” in Irish Theological Quarterly 3 (1908), pp. 425-428.
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7= TR - KREJIZBNT, 7oL ART, BEZINTZEICONT KDL I ICRIT D,

(IR D ZOREZMITIRS 2WVEIT, HICET 20 OEMNLE N, HOREZHNDD Z
L2 %, TNDRRELTZETHD, ]

“Hunc honorem debitum qui deo non reddit, aufert deo quod suum est, et deum exhonorat; et hoc est

15
peccare.” '?)

TrRNLAZE ST, MOREERNRD ZEBRFEEZILTIETHD, HDINEEZORINL, Af
DREZRNDZEEZERL, KEFZLERT D, TOMBE, MIFSEVLIT, MITHT &R
HETRT 21, LER-T, ARV E2EHT20E, HDEEHZOKMZE DD TIERL,
HMOREFRREZZ IO TH S,

FNTIR 7T B L RTRE [HDHNEFYOERZD KA | DHb ) I T#O% 2805 2 &
FFREOEFRELRVOTHAI D, FRIT_>OBEBICEs b0 EEbNS, 12, [hHhoH X
Z R D F % (lustitia originalis) DK & WD SEEE A NS Z LI2L 0, FEREFELKAIINS
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LThd, OEFVEREHETI L., ANFESHY THEEAZRY ET - bixcxihn'?, =
NP7 N AAZE 5T, EROKRMIE, [HEREFHIOEZOXRM) THHFIRETHN, [H

14) De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 6: F. S. Schmitt 11, 147, 12-14. 728, ZO5IHDOL LETT LA
ZiE, HONEEROKIMNTETH D L FUFED, Cf. Ibid,, 6: F. S. Schmitt I1, 147, 20.

15) Anselmus Cantuariensis, Cur Deus homo, 1, 11: F. S. Schmitt II, 68, 19-21.

16) De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 6: F. S. Schmitt I1, 147, 14-16. “ ... et debitum sibi honorem quem sponte
reddere noluerunt ab invitis exigit, et ne quid inordinatum sit in regno eius, eos separatim a iustis ordine competenti
disponit.” Cf. Cur Deus homo 1, 14: F. S. Schmitt II, 72; 1, 12: 11, 69.

17) De concordia praescientiae et praedestinationis et gratiae dei cum libero arbitrio, quaestio III, 13: F. S. Schmitt II, 287,
14-17. “Perdito igitur instrumento volendi iustitiam, id est rectitudine, nullo modo — nisi per gratiam reddatur — potest
voluntas instrumentum velle iustitia.”
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T RVRIETIRZ L, MOREEZEOT Y, AMOAIETE SO ) TRA~O N ET 5
ZEnTEPY | LERoT, BELEEREZBRY RS 2R TE RN, 0K, TH
MMIBZCE 2z ONTREERV, &5, LI EIL, WIS 2 b4 2480 %
WLCHHRICEDD Z L LoD ThH S Y,

SEDTIZDIZZ T B E L bic, BENR - Sfkolc, ThOLIGEZONERELREREL VN
HARFEHIR U 2 TI2FF D75 (debitum iustitiae integrae sine omni iniustitia quam accepit) | & [ #8755 % ik
7= 2 L ioxk L O 5 #7 (debitum satisfaciendi, quia eam deseruit) | & CTd % 22, #i#E D#BIT.
THNEZNRZOWICFELE L EDROAMOAKICH TLEL DT, BEOEFKIL. 74 A
LT NPFRELLIZRIELTZSDTH D,

I-3. WRICHTBEDE

HROBE . FIRZED LI ICEZLNDTEAS S Dy, RIS ENBEMEABL A o L3 IR
SNDECTHD L IND | BEHBAEONICHRD S BICFERERH D L FET D2 L3k LT
TERNVY L FETT UL LRITED, ZRCHEANDLT, 5RO ERE BT 5%
B NEORWORIH L THE I BHERH D, TUoBLLARL, ORI NOOEEL -T2 L
P& 72 [ ) (impotentia) | = Z IR T D L /e LT 5 P, ARIOARMEICITH I, EXs
BT H7-0ICE5 2NN EROBBENDH Y, B, DFV, TOZERTERN LiF, #
Br R E&RN I LT 5 E0bT L IERVERVALTH D,

18) Anselmus Cantuariensis, De casu diaboli, 16: F. S. Schmitt I, 262, 5-6. “Sufficienter video iniustitiam non esse nisi
absentiam iustitiae, ubi debet esse iustitia.”

19) De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 10: F. S. Schmitt II, 152, 22-24. “Quamobrem quoniam humana natura
quae sic erat in ADAM tota, ut nihil de illa extra illum esset, peccando sine omni necessitate deum exhonoravit, . . . ”

20) Ibid., 10: F. S. Schmitt II, 152, 24-25.

21) Ibid., 10: F. S. Schmitt IT, 152, 25-27.
FORIZ, 7 Z A OMBIZE N T LI AR O & RS D Z &NV, 0HE 2 J7IT4R T,
ELLIE, MOFORERE LTELH DMOKBFAIIRED Z L 27, o2 Lizo0 T, RO
AW, MEREMI N~ R -7 7 4 F R8T 2 BREMO—Mim—HIERmZ o <o T, /NMUEILRE [ —
oy it HAREL] (BISCH:, 19984E) | 167 — 186-2—, #2181 — 183 3—,
2%, NA YVRETHIEZ KT HFE Erbsiinde 1%, Erbe 23 PE, BmZER L, Sinde BIHEEZEKRTHZ LMD,
ENBET 2 E VI RIL R WEDRMBEZTE TV, FIROEE &R A % 7252 Erbsiinde DR 0 IZTHE
JRARAE (Stindenverfallenheit) | & W S HEEEIRET 2D L LT, KOMBRH D, FANT « 750 A G
MSRRTE— RIS D D HRE— A L E BN, TR 2= 2 P 5585 5 (19984E 12 H), 67 —763—3,

22) De conceptu virginali et originali peccato, 2: F. S. Schmitt II, 141, 17-19.

23)Ibid., 27: F. S. Schmitt II, 170, 6-7. “Originale igitur peccatum non aliud intelligo quam quod est in infante, mox ut habet
animam rationalem, . ..~

24) Ibid., 3: F. S. Schmitt II, 142, 13-15.

25) Ibid., 2: F. S. Schmitt II, 142, 1-5. “Nec impotentia excusat eam (sc. iniustitiam) in ipsis infantibus, quia in illis non solvit
quod debet, quoniam ipsa sibi eam fecit deserendo iustitiam in primis parentibus in quibus tota erat, et semper debitrix est
habere potestatem, quam ad semper servandum iustitiam accepit. Hoc videri potest in infantibus originale peccatum.”
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TRT Ry A RBAENTA LIXE L TRV E FERT D, FRITTAIE 22 [ E (iniustus
consensus) 127, [#1Z%t3 2 ¥ (contemptum Dei) 1%, & 2 WEIFAETR&E Tldn e BEbh s
Z LIZHE T % Z & (consentire in eo in quo credit consentiendum non esse) |° # E T 5, L L,
TRINVRyADE ) ICRENENEE~DRETHD LEIND 261X, FIERZREART L
FEEL WAL Ly, FRICBFAENGENLRONPLTHD, TXTN Ny AOB XX, FET
5 &7 L BERTEETS A 9 D>, Kemeny i, “Peter Abelard: An Examination of His Doctrine of Original
Sin" LW FLDANT, TRT Ry AQFRORAFTIZONT, RO EEBTNS,

INTWDHENHZ &,

QHRIFIFEFEOFOHEZH L, TIUTELTHFI NI ENWI 2L, THhD, =& 2ITEHBEL
Eh. bLZOTARRETHIZ LR LICHL LREMIEI > TAShIDThHIIE, Th
IEIETIE RV, TARINL Ry AL 5T, AEOAHBEZGTZHTOT, FIBIEH TL»A
WOThb,

Kemeny 233 #r L7 K 212, 7XINW Ry ARFEREE L LTOREZTWDHDTHLH e HIE, JE
WIERERED &3 5F 25 L RBIZOWTOIMBOM ST ETHZ L3730, L, 208
By TRINN Ry RAFFERIZONT, PR LIZIREBIZH VREZIL LT WVIRETH D LB 2T
WABDTIERNZ L2725,

I—2 #EHMICEATET7LHRIVLRAETANTILEY X

T AAbER, RBICERLTWS, [t L FRIEBIC OV T HARIZB W TT vk
JVAAIE, BB, FBELTUIRLRWFICEEICL > TZOMBICFRET A ANHORERE LT
BEHRRTNEN, —RIBL FUBALARETRIL Ry AIARERRENRETHD L)
RUBESZHELTWEhO L ICBbns, UL, WMHIIZHELDRENRH D, TRXT LKy
AL 5T, BN L DITA1L. R 2ZNRNEVTATHDE L TCHLREREZEDRVWOT, S g
BT EEBWHR LAY, i, 7oA axE, BUVTRIE, bbb IhitfFoEL I %

20) AFE T, 7RIV Ky AOFEED 9 BT [Pl (Ethica) ] & ZHY EiIFCnb, 7RIV Ky R [un
Do —=< OIFHE~D THK 1Ef# (Commentaria in Epistolam Pauli ad Romanos) ] \ZB83 2 Z 213 B OMRITHED,

27)D. E. Luscombe (ed. and trans.), Peter Abelard’ s Ethics, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979, p. 8.

28) Ibid., p. 16.

29) Ibid., p. 54.

30) Paul C. Kemeny, “Peter Abelard: An Examination of His Doctrine of Original Sin,” in Journal of Religious History, Vol.
16, No. 4 (December 1991), pp. 374-386.

31) De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, 4: F. S. Schmitt 11, 144, 6-8. “Non enim, (ipsi appetitus] hominem iustum
faciunt vel injustum sentientem, sed iniustum tantum voluntate cum non debet consentientem.” & [ipsi appetitus]

. BIHEICE iR TH D,
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BT DT, MY OOEM L TIT O BAIEARNZERT, MO TIAT 2 WA IXIERKN BT,
FBELTLEZB®RTHLEEXD, [BOZOOHFY |IOHFT, TUBELVARZFRDO L D IZENTH
H—— TH L, BBBUCEED Z 00, A > TR IICL > THERIZL > TEOHE

EEIhaiaoiE, - oo - - 13, TEOBH% TS (extra regulam caritatis) | &\ 5 #RHUL,
%ﬁo_&kﬁ%m# L OW BT OEWEEGLE>, TV ARL, ZOBAICE N TELZE)
BRI LA, i, o H %i?ﬂ\%ﬁ%%z%ﬂt&f@%bémmmummmmw
AELL, MOREEER D L0 M THRALTHD M,

HIEDPLINDDIE, BESTHEI L, RIRETRVWILICEET LI HTH D, EHIZ L
FBIZ, I REZLERTRETEHLANVZIEICOWTEMTHD Z E2EWKT S, ToRILARZ
EOTHETHIDIL, EXREZRFFLTWVDINE I, MOREZHERQ TN E I NTH D,
%L%ﬁ%ﬁ%éﬂié@#ﬁﬂmié@mm\TVtwamtof:ﬁ%@:aufg@mo

72& 21, BAADRBEOFTHADEME R TITE S L LT, Raholt AET-FoE&L
LESEEWIFEREZEZTCHE I TRINL Ry AT E > T, UL FEOARR %Ti&w
)i, 7oL LRCE ST, ALTICEHSNZEIL, FOARMRERTIZARWVE TV 2, Fik

REWTHETHD, TOEAKTIENINLTORWIZLD BT, fRE LTERLEL N
MHETHD, THUE, RIRE TRV EE LI LICIDFERTHD EEZOND,

TroENLRIZE ST, FIERIE. HEXEFYDOERORMNTH D, FYDERIHNOEZ D
N, b LENEBEET 27201, oERBebnsd, Thwz, OREZZN, SEEILRLT
WHNEIDOFEREL D, b LERFERNILEN D 2 DI OsZE RN B2 b, AT, FYIOER®
REFT D2 EMRRDEND, E L TAMDI LK, AMOARMEIIERE Z 51> TE DT, i
FOEIENEZERT D, BT E2ERTH0TH D,

POREZER D LWV O BLRICIE, BIREFEROKJNIAELRV, T BV AANRFEIREE FELRD
JBERIC, FOREL VI SEEZAVTEYIOEZRDOKME L=Did, BI7OEWE RIS 57
wv%éo

i, 7RI Ry AF, ATATERLSFEES, LT L0REATHDL Z L E2HWMRT 2,
ZFOREE, FRIZFAZEZMELRVWD T, BTIEARLEE LTHASHLS,

PlEoZ et TUovLVARZLEDFROEMEL, MHOSE D DX EZEOERE THFF)
DHWIEBICEE Lz, EOMFELFFCEADOLDTHLERRT LN TELTHA I,

32) Oratio pro inimicis (Oratio 19): F. S. Schmitt II, 73, 17-18.

33) T BN AAN [BORFEIITND ] EWIBEANDLEZIE L XBI LN S22 T, koftifEz SR,
ISR ZOOTHE L TCOE—T v LD [FoOWE] —), fEBIRE FBE0R R -+FhT—
i & DxEE—] ASCH:, 20004F, 65 — 79—,

34) 7 BNV AADPERFDEL SIZOWTHOREL OB TRA TWD Z LIZHoW T, RofMFEESR, L
WA 7 BV AADORRF ). KPR S TP 2 78] 175 (19984F) . 18 — 25—,
Hiroko Yamazaki, “Ordinis Pulchritudo and Evil in St. Anselm’s Cur Deus homo, “ in P. Gilbert, H. Kohlenberger and E.
Salmann (eds.), Cur Deus homo. Atti del congresso Anselmiano internazionale, Roma 1998 (Studia Anselmiana 128),
Pontificio Ateneo S. Anselmo, Roma, 1999, pp. 709-715.
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Peter Abelard’s Ethics, D. E. Luscombe (ed. and trans.), Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979.

Anselmus Cantuariensis, De conceptu virginali et de originali peccato, F. S. Schmitt (ed.), S. Anselmi Opera
Omnia, Stuttgart-Bad Canstatt: fromann-holzboog, 1968.

Davies, Brian, and G. R. Evans (eds.), Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works. On the Virgin Conception
and Original Sin, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, pp. 357-389.

Hopkins, Jasper, and Herbert Richardson (eds.) , Anselm of Canterbury. Trinity, Incarnation, and Redemption.:
Theological Treatises. On the Virgin Conception and Original Sin, New York: Harper & Row, 1970, pp.
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Eds., Anselm of Canterbury, vol. III: The Virgin Conception and Original Sin, Toronto and New York: The
Edwin Mellen Press, 1976, pp. 139-179.

AR Z e TART Ry A ] SBR[ AR Ak 7
RTIA =27 22 S FLAL, 19964, 525 — 586 ~5— 3,

[7 e A AL HHEBER, B3E, 19804

BB =OT VLAY LIEAR] W HBER, O, 2007 4
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