CHRFERERRE Fo2 k25 201241 A

(BA3L/ — k)
BT F v Wi DA AT LML EALBOULIEEE
— WEPEEA AT LBNED —

p A L

(Research Notes]
Islamization of Kucha, Xinjiang and the Destruction of the Buddhist
Culutral Heritage : A Short History of Islam in Xinjiang @

Koji MARUYAMA

Abstract

Though Islam force conquered the southwest of Xinjiang by the early fourteenth century, it
could not advance east Kucha, ahead of Agsu for about two hundred years. Tuglk Timur Khan,
the first king of the Eastern Chaghatai-Khan Dynasty protected Islam and supported missions to
Kucha. As a result of converting nomads to Islam, it is said that one hundred and sixty thousand
Moguls were converted to Islam. Their convertion was superficial. Nomads who were used to
living on grasslands despised Muslim living in the town and countryside. They still retained the old
norm "yasaq" of Mongol horde. From the beginning it was difficult to build mosque and the law
court of Islam on grasslands. Therefore Eshdin Hoja planned missions to Kucha, the rich oasis. He
organaized the Islam Mission of Kucha. The Mission made massive and passionate propagation
activities against the Buddhist. The Islamization of Kucha was accomplished as a consequence.
Thus Buddhist cultural heritage of Kucha was destroyed.
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