Life Stage of Independence and Responsibility in Sweden

Masako FUJITA

The conception of sex roles influences child raising. After having a baby, mother
or father takes their statutory 15 months of maternity leave. The Swedish man
seems to take care the chidren as much as his wife did.

Sweden spends more tax money on primary and secondary education than any
other country in the world. Recently DAGHEM (day care) changed to FORSKOLA
(pre school). GRUDSKOLA is compulsary 9 years of schooling for all children
beginning at or years old. GYMNASIUM (high school) plays the role of
occupation training without the next stage of education.

Women make up half of Swedish workforce. In Sweden full-time housewife
disappeared. Men and women, both gain money by labour, raise their children and
do domestic duties. Both sex have equality of opportunity for men and women. But
still now certain differences exist and women have to fight for getting the real
equality. In additon to their paid jobs, women tend to have the overall
responsibility for the home. As labour the Swedish are tied up in union gathering.
They accurately take their atatutory weeks of annual vacation.

Swedish retirement age is 65 years old. Then they live on their pension. The
elderly are treated sympathetically. The Swedish politics has been dominated by
five main parties. Sweden was run continuously from 1932 to 1976 by the social
democracy politicians who created the Swedish welfare state.

The Swedish will for learning does not end with secondary school or university.
They gather to evening classes where they study everything. The young and middle
age group are on the training course. The aged draws up a class plan and learns
by small fee. Immigrants even earn a little salary by attending classes to learn
Swedish.

This essay is about the Swedish life stage from the cradle to the grave.
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22 2000

1974 1999
x 1000 x 1000
1974 19,017 100 0 689 60 40
1980 27,020 95 5 3,042 63 37
1985 33,193 94 6 4,156 67 33
1990 48,292 93 7 5,731 65 35
1995 50,393 91 9 4,911 68 32
1996 42,177 89 11 4,516 69 31
1997 37,905 90 10 4,489 69 31
1998 36,327 90 10 4,468 68 32
1999 36,036 88 12 4,461 66 34
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410 22 43 2 90 10
256 14 53 3 83 17
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1998 12 31
65 69 384,467 25.0
70 74 373,188 24.3 71.9
75 79 347,368 22.6 65 79
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