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Background and Reality of Ecotourism in Kinabatangan Region, Saba,
Malaysia — Effort for Sustainable Environment, Community and Tourism

Yurie KAIZU

Abstract

This research note aims to review of the background of Borneo study-eco tour by World Wildlife
Foundation (WWF) since late 1990s at Kinabatangan river basin, Saba, Malaysia. Kinabatangan
basin area is the place where is developed since 18th century by Asian countries, such as China
and Japan. Most of wild forest are cut down and transferred into plantation under the development
and it causes reduce of number of wild mammals such as Oran-Utang, Pigmy Elephant and other
monkeys. WWF focused on the basin as a corridor of life for animals and started conservation
project since late 1990s. This scheme consists of 3 parts; planting trees, home stay program in
village, wildlife watching and it forms study tour. This research note is report of this project and its
issues from tourism aspect to improve the program in future.
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