SCHRFEBREAAE 2315 201247 A

R/ —N)
HEE NV T 7 DA AT MEEALEEGR
—PEHEEA 25 L8NG -
Julr 88—

(Research Notes]
Islamization of Turpan, Xinjiang : A Short History of Islam in Xinjiang &

Koji MARUYAMA

Abstract

Having conquered Kucha and propagated Islam there in the middle of the fourteenth century,
the Islam Force completed the "holy war" to Turpan around 1392, the period of Khizr Khoja Khan
of Eastern Chaghatai-Khan Khanate. Karakhojo situated at the Turpan Basin where Buddhism
was prospering made a military resistance to the attack. As a result, Karakhojo, the capital of the
Tienshan Uighur Kingdom had been thoroughly destroyed after the occupation. Priests were driven
out, and all the temples and Buddhism property were destroyed completely. Thereafter, Karakhojo
came down quickly and never revived again. Today, Karakhojo is left behind only as a famous
tourist spot, Gaochang Ruins. On the other hand, the present Turpan City abandoned resistance at
that time. So it remained without damage and the existence of Buddhism was allowed for a period
of time. However, since Turpan was the center of the reign of the Eastern Chaghatai-Khan Khanate,
Buddhism had been eliminated completely and replaced by Islam after decades of years. As an
Islamic city, Turpan has been prospering until now.
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