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What is Tourism Design?
Upon review of history of tourism and regional development
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Abstract

This article is consisted from two contents. The first half is review of tourism history of Japan from
standpoint of region. The latter half is concept of Tourism design. Tourism of japan has long history
since 7century’s Ise-mairi and Kumano-moude. But individuals’ free travel has started late Meiji era
for domestic, after WWII for international tourism. Under over twenty years’ mass tourism period,
almost 1960s-1990, tourism business has rapidly developed especially for tourism companies, trans-
portation system, accommodation development which leaded mass productive tour system and con-
struction of giant buildings. After mass tourism period, regional initiative in tourism industry has
appeared. Green-tourism, Eco-tourism and other tourism conducted local players suggested tourism
as human scale communication. In these years, synergy between tourism development and commu-
nity development seems common approach in many areas after Tourism Nation declaration. And
nowadays tourism industry got from personal scale to wide scale. New area in International Tourism
course, Tourism Design, focuses on design approach for future world through/via/utilize tourism.
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