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A Short Account of the First Establishment
of the Croft National School, in The Year
1845 by The Rev. Charles Dodgson, Rector
of Croft, Darlington. Printed at The office
of Coates and Farmer. MDCCCXLVL. iz &
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Minister had far less political business than

» “A nineteenth-century Prime

his modern counterpart, but as Sir Robert
waded through his pile of letter nominating
Mr Dodgson for the post, replying person-
ally to each in his small, neat handwriting,
his patience understandably wore thin.”
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L TV %, “I have determined, purely on the
rounds of his very high character and
attainments, and professional . Services
within the Diocese of Ripon, to prefer the
Rev’d Charles Dodgson to the numberless
Competitors with him for the Living of
Croft in the North Riding of Yorkshire.”
“Excuse me for saying that I wish I had
been left at liberty to make my selection of
Mr Dodgson (which I was perfectly prepar-
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ed to do) on the single ground of his merits
had claims —— without the intervention of
various Colleagues of mine and Members
of Parliament who have been urged to
address me in favour of Mr Dodgson, neces-
sarily involving me in a very extensive
correspondence and not influencing my

decision.”
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my public Duty which is more gratifying to

“There is no part of

me, than the appropriation of such Church
Patronage as may be at my disposal, to the
Reward and Encouragement: of active pro-
fessional Exertions by men of unblemished
private Character and great intellectual
attainment. In conformity with this princi-
ple, and exclusively upon the ground of
your professional services and claims, I
have resolved to appoint you to the Living
of Croft in the North Riding of Yorkshire.”
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“The country about Croft seems pretty,
though not strikingly so, at least I was not
particularly struck by it during my short
sojourn of half a day ; but we know that it
is in the neighbourhood of striking Scenery,
being only 10 miles from Richmond. I ob-
served several Lodging houses, but they
looked small, and there is also a good sized
Hotel, I was told that the place is going fast
out of fashion as a watering place” (%4
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NERHP L2 F2 72, “There will be much
to be done in the way of improvement —
there is only one Sermon, &, as is generally
the consequence, the Church attendance
almost entirely confined to the Morning
Service. There are also no more-than 35
Children under Church, or indeed any Reli-
gious Education, in a population of 700 and
upward. The Sacrament is administered
only 5 times a year ...” "3i#&i: 1 H—[q],
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Dined with Mr. John Chaytor, the first
time I ever did such a thing. I met Mr. and
the younger Mrs. Johnson, and Mr. Simp-
son. I -enjoyed the party better than I
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expected.
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Sir William disagreed with the building,
design, management and trusteeship of the
new school at Croft established by Arch-
deacon Dodgson soon after taking up his
position as Rector.
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A Short Account of the First Establishment of
the Croft National School by The Rev. Charles
Dodgson, Rector of Croft, Daflington, 1846.
Lewis. Carroll’s Diavies volumes 1 & 2 edited
Edward Wakeling 1994.

Lewis Carroll : A Biography Anne Clark 1979,
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