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An island farm 'mid seas of corn,
Swayed by the wandering breath of morn.
The happy spot where I was born.
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The late Mr D—rector of this place was
a kind-hearted and benevolent man, in rela-
tion, at least, to the temporal wants of his
flock. He was a clergyman, however, of
the old school, and never troubled himself
about either Puseyism or any other izm’s,
and lived on terms of good neighbourhood
with the few dissenters who happened to
reside in the little village.  His successor
is a man of a very different stamp - a rabid
churchman intent upon crushing any form
of dissent which may dare to appear within
his precincts.
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I am sorry [your letter] should
contain a request which neither my duty
nor my inclination allow me to comply with
I have now known [Mr Dodgson]
intimately for upwards of twenty years. [
had opportunities of being well acquainted
with his ministerial character during his
seventeen years incumbency at Daresbury;
and the means of more close & intimate
acquaintance with his theological opinions
during the eight years he has acted as my
examining chaplain - and I can most confi-
dently affirm that he is a thoroughly sound
& orthodox divine of the Church of Eng-
land, and an uncompromising opponent of
the errors of the Church of Rome.
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Imagine the sea-side at Sandown in the Isle
of Wight, where lodgings stretched along
the front each with its balcony on the upper
floor and standing in a little garden with
steps leading down on to the shore. Imagine
a little girl about 8 1/2 absolutely entran-
ced with the lodger next door. To her he
seemed quite an old gentleman. In the
morning he came out on to his balcony
breathing in the sea air as if he could not
get enough; and whenever she heard him
coming she would rush out on to the bal-

cony to see him. After a few days he
spoke to her: “Little girl, why do you come
so fast on to your balcony whenever I come
out ?” “To see you sniff.” she said. “It is
lovely to see you sniff like this” ——- she
threw up her head and drew in the air.
Thus began a long friendship which

ended only with his death.
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Many people have said that he liked chil-
dren only as long as they were really chil-
dren, and did not care about them when
they grew up. That was not my experi-
ence; we were warm friends always. I
think sometimes misunderstandings came
from the fact that many girls when grown
up do not like to be treated as if they were
still 10 years old. Personally I found’ that
habit of his very refreshing. I did not see
him often in the last years of his life
because I was so much of the time abroad;
but the memory of him will always be a
very great happiness to me.
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He had great ideas upon the importance
of a regular and almost daily visit to the
dentist. He himself went to a dentist as he
would have gone to a hairdresser’s, and he
insisted that all the little girls he knew
should go, too. The precaution sounds
strange, and one might be inclined to think
that Lewis Carroll carried it to an unneces-
sary length; but I can only bear personal
witness to the fact that I have firm strong
teeth, and have never had a toothache in
my life.
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There was one regular and fixed routine
which hardly ever varied, and which I came
to know by heart; and I will write an
account of it here, and ask any little girl
who reads it, if she ever had such a splendid
time in her life.

To begin with, we used to get up very
early indeed. Our bedroom doors faced
each other at the top of the staircase.
When I came out of mine I always knew if
I might go into his room or not by his
signal..... Then we used to go downstairs to
breakfast, after which we always read a
chapter out of the Bible. So that I should
remember it, I always had to tell it to him
afterwards as a story of my own.
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We generally got back to dinner about
seven or earlier. He would never let me
" change my frock for the meal, even if we
were going to a concert or theatre after-
wards. He had a curious theory -that a
child should not change her clothes twice in
one day. He himself made no alteration in
his dress at dinner time, nor would he
permit me to do so. - Yet he was not by any
means an untidy or slovenly man. He had
many little fads in dress,....
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