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Its eyes were on long horns like a snail’s eyes, and it
could move them in and out like teleséopes; it had ears -
like a bat’s ears, and its tubby body was shaped like a

spider’s and covered with thick soft fur; its legs and

arms were furry too, and it had hands and feet like a
monkey’s.
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Why, almost everyone had Pterodactyl for breakfast in
my time! Pterodactyls were something like crocodiles
and something like birds — I believe they were very
good grilled. ....
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‘Oh, my left whisker!” it said; ‘don’t let him touch me,

He’s wet.’ Its fur stood on end with horror — and indeed

a good deal of the ginger-beer had been spilt on the blue

smock of the Lamb. k
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Anthea suddenly screamed;

‘Cyril! Come here! Oh, come quick! It’s alive!

It’ll get away! Quick!’

They all hurried back, ‘It’s a rat, I shouldn’t wonder,’

said Robert. |

7. ‘Oh, I felt fur,’ she cried, half laughing and half

crying. ‘I did indeed! I did’ ‘Let me alone,’ it said.

And now everyone heard the voice and looked at the

others to see if they had too.

‘But we want to see you,” said Robert bravely.

‘T wish you’d come out,” said Anthea, also taking

courage.
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‘I only wish I was bigger than him, that’s all?

He dug his fingers in the sand, and sprang up, for his

hand had touched something furry. It was the Psam-

mead, of course —. And of course the next moment

Robert’s wish was granted, and he was bigger than the

baker’s boy.
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Then the children looked at each other, and each
children suddenly found itself alone with three perfect
strangers, all radiantly beautiful.

‘We’re us, of course,” said Robert. ‘And who’s us, when
' you’re at home?’ asked Martha scornfully. I tell you it’s

us, only we’re beautiful as the day? said Cyril. ‘I’'m

Cyril, and these are the others, and we’re jolly hungry.

Let us in, and don’t be a silly idiot.’

Martha merely dratted Cyril’s impudence and tried to
shut the door in his face.
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Near the middle of the courtyard stood Martha, moving
her right hand, backwards and forwards in the air. The
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cook was stooping down and moving her hands, also in a
very curious way. But the oddest and at the same time
most terrible thing was the Lumb, who was sitting on
nothing, about three feet from the ground, laughing
happily.
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‘Where’d you get it?” ‘Out of the gravel-pit,’ said truth-

ful Jane. ‘Next article,’ said the man. ‘I tell you we did.’

Jane said. ‘There’s a fairy — there are over brown

fur with ears like a bat’s and eyes like a snail’s, and he

gives you a wish a day, and they all come true.’

‘Touched in the head, eh?’ said the man in a low voice,

‘all the more shame to you boys dragging the poor

afflicted child into your sinful burglaries?
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‘I don’t care who asks or who doesn’t, said 'Robert, ‘but
Anthea and I think the Psammead is a spiteful brute. If
it can give us our wishes I suppose it can give itself its
own, and I feel almost sure it wishes every time that our
wishes shan’t do us any good. Let’s let the tiresome
beast alone, and just go and have a jolly good game of
forts, on our own, in the chalk pit?
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Anthea risked it and held on.
‘Look here.” she said, ‘don’t bite me — listen to reason.
If you’ll only do what we want today, we’ll nevere ask
you for another wish as long as we live.’
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